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This Diary was kept by one of the only two 
surviving officers who marched with the Army of the 
Indus from first to last. It refers mainly to work 
in the last Afghan Campaign which has been 
almost entirely ignored by Kaye, though to Bom- 
bay men at all events it was of special interest. 
The Diary covers the years 1838, 1839, 1840, 
1841 and 1842, and carries the reader from the 
Indus via Quetta to Kandahar, and thence right 
through to Jellalabad via Ghuznee and Cabul. Thus 
the writer probably saw more of Afghanistan 
geographically than any officer serving in the 
present campaign ; and his notes, which are clear, 
accurate and pithy, show that the country and the 
people are still practically unchanged. The Diary 
was, of course, kept as a private journal, and we 
shall not attempt to diminish its value by altering or 
omitting anything contained in the manuscript. 
As the writer took it from the chest in which it 
had mouldered for thirty-eight years here it 
stands. The favourable reception the Diary met 
with when it was issued by instalments in the 
columns of the Times of India proved that its 
publication was acceptable to a large class of 
military readers, and it is now issued as a separate 
volume at the request of several officers at the 
firont and in India, who wish to preserve it in a 
permanent form. 




NOTT’S BRIGADE IN 
AFGHANISTAN. 

1838-42, 


BEING THE PRIVATE DIARY OF AN OFFICER WHO SERVED IN IT FROM 
FIRST TO LAST. 

■ ■ 

ARMY OF THE INDUS. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

Major P. Craigie, Dopniy Adjutant-General. 

Lieutenant Kay, Assistant do. 

Major Gordon, Deputy Quarter- Master-General. 
Lieutenant Baker, Deputy Assistant do. 

Cor. Tytler, do. do. 

Captain Thomson, Chief Engineer. 

Major Parsons, Deputy Commissary-General. 

Captain Watt, Deputy Assistant do. 

Captain Bygrave, Pay-Master, 

Surgeon Atkinson, Superintending Surgeon. 

Surgeon Thompson, Field Surgeon, 

Surgeon Ross, Medical Storekeeper. 

Major Hough, Deputy Judge- Advocate- Genera] . 

Captain Nash, Baggage-Master. 

Major Bale, Fost-Masier. 

Eevereud Mr. Hammond, Chaplain. 
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DIVISION STAFF. 

Oatalbt. 

|fi^or-Oeoer»l Thaekwell, Cotninmiing. 

CApUia Boeli#, Aide^t^iHip. 

Ibjor Ouretoiit Aiiistont AdjuU&i-0«iertl. 

ItT DiVfSIOV IirrAHVRT. 

Mijor-Geiieral Sir W. Cbiton, ComniABding. 

CaptAiQ Cotton 1 
Ctptain Hardock/ 

OaptAin DouglAt, Awistttnt Adjntani-GenerAl. 

OtpUm Paton, Aitiitant Qaarter-Master -General. 
Captain Laughton, Field Engineer. 

Ji.S. — 2nd Dirinon Infantrj, oemmanded by Major-General 
Duncan, remained at Feroeepore. It consisted of Srd Brigade 
drd Foot, 2nd N.L, and 27th K.I.) and 5th Brigade 
(5tib N.L, 2ath N.L, and 5Srd N.L) 


BRIGADE STAFF. 


Cavalby. 


Colonel Arnold 

Captain Harelock ..... 
Captain VTheler ........ 

Captain Reddie 

Captain Hay 

2nd Light Caralry. 
B*M.'s 16th Lanoera. 
Srd Light CaTalrj. 


Commanding. 

Aide-de-Camp, 

Brigade Mujor. 

Commissary. 

Dy. Asst. Qr.-Mr. Qenl. 

4th Local Horse. 

2nd Troop 2nd Brigade Horae 
Artillery. 


IirrAifTBY, 1 st Brioadb. 

Brigadier Sale - Commanding. 

Ueutmumt Wood Aide-de*Oamp. 

Captain Squire*. Brigade Migor. 

Captain Simpeon...... Oonaaiasary. 

16th Regt N.L 48th Begt. N.i 

BJI.*a 18th LJ. 
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2vD jtooADB. 

Brigadier Nott Commandiag. 

Captain Polwhde Brigade Major, 

Lieutenaikt Hammerslej Aide«de>Canip« 

Lieutenant Gurtis Commitsary. 

Slat Begt. N.L 42nd Regt N.l. 

43rd Eegt. NX 

4th Beioadb. 

Brigadier Roberts Commanding, 

Lieutenant Gerrard Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain Taylor Brigade Major. 

Captain Ramsay Commissary. 

26th Regt. N.l. 37th Regt. N.l, 
European Regt. 

The army of the Indus assembled at Fe* 
rosepore in December 1838 mustered, 
of all arms, about 12,000 

Deduct 2nd Dirision, which remained at 
Feroaepore 4,000 


We marched about 8,000 rank ^ file, 

with perhaps 12,000 camp followers and 30,000 camels. 

18S8. 

Nov. 28. — Arrived at Ferozepore, a small town 
on the . northern frontier, left bank of the Sutlej, 
distant from Kumaul 15 marches. Army en- 
camped by brigades in one long line, with flanks 
thrown back, extending about four miles. Camp 
of Gommander-in*Chief, Sir H. Fane, on right 
flank ; camp of Governor-General, Lord Auckland, 
two miles in front of right ; camp of Runjeet 
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Sing, King of the Punjab, on the opposite side 
of the Hutlej ; communication by a bridge of boats. 

Dec. 3. — The whole army paraded for exercise 
under Sir Henry Fane. On the field were the 
Governor-General and Runjeet Sing with splendid 
cortirjRS. Runjeet Sing rode down the whole line 
inspecting everything closely. He was an insignifi- 
cant-looking little old man, and having lost an eye 
his face had a most sinister expression. Many visits 
and interchanges of civility took place between him 
and the Governor-General. 

Dec. 10. — 'I'he head-quarters, with the Horse Ar- 
tillery, moved towards Koree, at which place is the 
fort of Bnkkur, on a rock in the Imlus, and here 
the river was to bo crossed. The road lay along the 
left bank of the Sutlej. 

Dec. 11. — Ist Brigade marched. 

Dec. 12. — 2nd Brigade marched, and the rest of 
the army in succession. The road to Bhawulpore, 
a large town near the river, is most uninteresting, 
country badly cultivated, soil sandy and covered 
with tamarisk jungle. Bhawulpore is 16 marches. 
Arrived on the Ist of January 1839. 

1839. 

Jan. 3. — Marched for Roree road as before ; marches 
about 13 miles, average distance to Roree fi-om 
Bhawulpore 18 marches. Road runs on a narrow 
tract of land lying between the river Indus and the 
desert. Went out almost every day with Ham- 



1839] 


MOn'l mSiM IN AISRAWGTAM. 


5 


mereley to ahoot. Game, black and grey partridges, 
deer, wild hog, and tigers. 

Jan. 27. — ^Arrived at Roree, a small town, sur- 
rounded by small hills, covered with tombs and 
temples, close on the edge of the river. Found the 
engineers employed making a bridge of boats from 
Roree to the small island of Bukkur, thence to the 
town of Larkhana on the opposite bank. River 
about a quarter-mile broad ; current rapid. 

Jan. 28. — Requisition for reinforcements arrived 
from Sir John Keane, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Bombay Division of the Army, then near Hyderabad, 
who expected an attack from the Ameer of Sind. 
One of these, the Chief of Khyrpore, assembled 
10,000 men for the purj)ose of attacking our camp at 
night, but lost heart at sight of our troops. Fort of 
Bukkur given up ; garrisoned by tlie d5th N.I. 

Jan. 29. — Marched towards Hyderabad to Sir 
John Keane’s assistance, all in high spirits at the 
thought of taking the rich city of Hyderabad, prize- 
money, &c. 

Feb. 10. — Received orders to countermarch to 
Bukkur, the Ameers of Sind having signed the 
treaty. 

Feb. 11. — Retraced our steps with heavy hearts ; 
arrived at Roree. 

Feb. 23. — Crossed the Indus over a splendid 
bridge of boats. 

Feb. 26. — Arrived at Shikarpore, a large city 
and a place of great trade. The whole army re- 
mained encamped here for some days« and then 
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gtttted by brigades for Dadar, month of the Bohm 
Pass. Bombay army having arrived at Lariduma, 
three marches west of Shikarpore, strnck off by 
the left by uiother route. Sir J. Keane being now 
Conunander>in-Ohief of the united army of the 
Indus, he took on with himself of the Bombay 
troops two troops and some Foot Artillery, two 
squadrons H. M.’s 4th Dragoons, H. M.’s 2nd and 
17th Foot, and 19th Regiment N.l. Being unable 
to provide carriage for supplies for this force. Sir 
John sent an order to Shikarpore to send over to 
Larkhana all the camels of the 2nd Brigade, which 
was directed to halt at Shikarpore till furth^ 
orders. This act of injustice caused great outcry 
and excitement among the Bengalees. With the 
grand army the 2nd Brigade was no longer em> 
ployed. 

Towards the end of the month of March, Captain 
Stockly, Bombay Commissariat, left Shikarp<H'e with 
a convoy of grain laden on about 1,000 camels, widi 
a small escort. Three days afterwards we received 
intelligence that he had been attacked by large 
bands of Boloochees, and obliged with his convoy 
to take refiige in the fort of Janeedera, wh^e he 
yraa blockaded. Head-quarters and right wing of 
42nd, with a party of Irregular Cavalry, received 
orders to march to his relief. Arrived at Janeedera, 
we scoured the country in search of the Beloochees, 
and burned two fiwts. Marched from Janeed^awitk 
the oonvoy and crossed the Put, <»- desert, twenty- 
ei|^t nnUee— • (freary march, a Isvd sandy pJak 
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destitute of wat^ and yegetation, not a blade of 
glass, and neither bird nor insect to be seen through* 
out. In the morning, as the sun was rising, we saw 
a magnificent min^[e — ^iakes, castles, trees, towns, 
Ac., Ac., the deception being most complete. 
Parties of mounted Beloochees hovered on our flanks, 
but did not attack. Arrived at Burshoree ; water 
bad, black, brackish, and scanty. At Meerpore, 
the next march, large bands of mounted Beloochees 
attempted to carry oflF our camels while at graze. 
I sallied out in pursuit, accompanied by Captain 
Dalyell and a few horse ; overtook a small detach- 
ment of Beloochees, whom we brought to bay near the 
edge of the jungle. Dalyell shot one, I another, who 
attacked me sword in hand. The troopers despatched 
the rest. Felt no compunction at shedding blood. 
Returned to camp, sun dreadfully hot, thermometer 
116° in tent. Complimented in orders next day. 

April 9. — Reached Dadur, a small walled town 
at the entrance of the Bolan Pass. Found part of 
the Bombay Division encamped here. Bad accounts 
from the army above the pass. No supplies procur- 
able, and a retreat talked of. It not being deemed 
advisable to increase the force above the pass, on 
account of the scarcity of provisions, we were ordered 
to halt at Dadur, while the Bombay army pushed 
through the pass. Heat most oppressive at Dadur, 
thermometer in tent 120°, outside 160°. 

April 26 . — Blarched for Quetta as escort through 
the pass to two troops Horse Artillery, Shah Soojah’s 
service. Horses knocked op the first marifli. Dread- 
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fill labour dragging on tbe guns and wagons, be- 
sidai store carts. Second raafch in the pass iti a 
narrow defile attacked from the heights by a party 
of the Murree tribe of Beloochees. Five of the 
Ghrenadiers drove them back. Road through the 
pass is the dry bed of a mountain torrent, shingle 
and large blocks of granite. Hills on either side 
ruggetl, precipitous, and perfectly barren. 

May 4. — Sent on all the baggage ahead, and 
started at 11 p.m. to escort the guns through the 
Dih-i-Duzdan (den of thieves). Road excessively 
bad, progressed about half a mile an hour. At mid- 
night, moon rising, entered the narrow, winding de- 
file of I)ih-i-l)uzdan. Defile about sixty yards 
broad, with steep precipitous banks on either side 
about 1(K) f(*et high. On turning an angle of the 
defile saluted from the left height by a heavy fire 
from the matchlocks of the Kakur tribe. A few men 
and horses knocked over ; most of the balls passed 
over our heads, but rather too near to be pleasant ; 
the reverberation through the winding defile most 
magnificent. Impossible to ascend the heights, a 
party was extended on the opposite side of the road, 
who in some degree checked the Kakur fire, by 
keeping the savages from the edge of the precipice. 
Tliey then pushed large rocks before them and 
rolled them over. These did us more damage than 
the fire of the matchlocks. This continued till we 
got out of the defile, about 3 a.m., as day was 
breaking. The road was now more open, but a 
partial fire was kept up from the heights, which 
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were now less precipitous. Took half a dozen 
sepoys with me to dislodge a pai1y on a hill ; the 
cowards would not await our onset, but scampered 
off. Fired a few long shots, apparently without 
eflfect. While ascending the hill one of tlie sepoys 
was shot through the stern 2 ^st. Arrived at our 
halting-ground, a barren plain, outside the pass, at 
noon, having accoiaplisheil a march of eiglit miles 
in thirteen hours ! ! ! but we were forced to drag the 
guns and wagons almost all the way, and when a 
horse was knocked over there was great delay in get- 
ting the <lead animal out of harness. At our halt- 
ing-ground we found not a drop of water, so at 4 p.m. 
struck the tents, and at 5 started for Siriab, 19 
miles. Men and cattle suffered most dreadfully 
from want of water, the wounded particularly. For- 
tunately the night was cool, and the l)reeze refresh- 
ing, otherwise we should have lost many men. As 
it was, some died, others went raving mad, and it 
was most diHicult to make any ke(*p the ranks. 
Thirst is the most horrible ol all sufferings, either to 
feel or witness. At 4 a.m. reached Siriab, wliere 
men and cattle rushed to the water like mad crea- 
tures. It is an error to supj)ose that camels can 
<lo without water foi any leugth of time, for they 
must drink daily. 1 should say a horse could endure 
thirst for a longer period than a camel. There are 
camels in ^Vrabia and other parts where di serts are 
to be crossed which will exist without vvater for 
some days ; but this is artificial training. Camels 
intended for the deserts are from their birth kept 
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on «hort allowance of water, drinking only every 
second day. As they grow the time is extended to 
three, four, up to seven, and even where water is 
abundant they are not permitted to drink oftener. 
You might train a horse or even a man to the same. 

May 7. — Marched seven miles into Quetta, and 
encamped with the small force left there under 
General Nott. Quetta is a small walled town, the 
capital of the fertile valley of Sliawl, surrounded on 
three sides by lofty hills. Here are found many 
Europe plants and dowers, also birds ; the climate 
is fine, though here the sepoys suffered severely 
from sickness towards the autumn, which could not 
well be acc(»unted tor. 

July. — The left wing of the regiment airived at 
Quetta, having sufiered most severely on the march 
Iroin Shikarpore to Dadur. 'Die lieat was most 
oppressive, water bad and often not procurable. At 
Meer[K)re, Ensign Beaufort and Sergeant Shannon, 
and before the wing reached Dadur four or live 
native officers and about sixty sepoys, fell victims 
to heat and thirst. 

August. — Oholera broke out in camp. Many 
victims daily to this dreailful disease. Oonstema- 
tion seiztKl the sepoys, who walked aiwut in silence 
wirii terrified, haggard countenances, each man 
ffincying he would be tlie next victim. Some of the 
officers were not free from this fear. Changed 
ground to the east of the town in the hope of get- 
ting away from the disease ; ineffectual, many of 
our best men died. 
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September. — Returned to our former encamp- 
ing-ground. Cholera still continued, but rather 
abated ; Lieut, and Adjutant Gk>uld almost the last 
victim. He had always the greatest dread of this 
disease, and could not even bear to hear it spoken 
of. All of us, medical men ami all, were satisfied 
that cholera is neither contagious nor infectious. 

October 20. — Received orders to be in readiness 
to march on Khelat next morning, on a requisition 
from Captain Bean, the Political Agent in Shawl. 
Order countermanded on learning the approach of 
General Wiltshire with the Bombay detachment 
from Cabul, as to him Government had intrusted 
the taking of Khelat. 

October 26. — Marched from Quetta for Kan- 
dahar, fourteen marches. Arrived at Kandahar. 
This famous city abounds with had smells, dogs, 
and disgusting beggars. Men tall, handsome, and 
impudent. Women ugly and dirty in person, 
though they are constant attendants at the baths ; 
but this purification does not extend to the hair, 
which is filled with vermin. Oowds of ladies may 
daily, about noon, be seen crowding to the baths 
for the sake of gossip, &c., as much as bathing, — 
indeed after the manner of Constantinople {vide Lady 
M. W. Montague’s letters). When in the streets, their 
dress consists of a large white linen cloak, with broad 
hems at bottom. This is thrown over the head as 
fitf as the forehead, and envelopes the person. A 
white, oblong, linen veil, two feet by one and a half^ 
is fastened round the forehead by gold hooks to tiie 



12 


HOTT’S BBIOADE IB AFGHAMSTAK. 


[1840 


cloak at the hack of the head. Their hair is elabor- 
ately f)laite(l in innnerouH thin tails liaiiginpj down 
the hack ; partiMl, an<l drawn off the forehead ; no 
curls. Or) tin* head is worn an embroidered skull- 
cap of satin. A loose white muslin skirt is worn, 
reaching to near the kn(‘es. No stays, lait a nonde- 
script soil of substitute of silk or satin. Loose and 
long silk or satin pyjama^, and emluoidiTed slippers 
with tur*ned-up toes and pointed Incls two inches 
high, hIumI with iron — rvitlnu' a ibrrnidable weapon 
in th(* hand of an enraged dann*, and often ap])lied 
to tlie month of a slave*. When in the stn^ets a 
|mir of long, loose, white lin(‘n hoots is worn, gar- 
tered witli ('oloured silk ribbon, embroidered with 
mott/)eH <»r verses from tlic Koran, alcove* tli(‘ knee. 
1'he vt*il has an oblong Mpiari^ r>f grating or fine 
network let in oppositf' the eyes, which offers no 
obstrueticu) to tlu‘ weanTs gaze*, while sin* remains 
unseen. Many of these veils are most beautifully 
einbroiden^tl with whiti' silk : a good one will cost 
eight or ten ponixls. The wlude suit of a ladv of 
(pmlity will cost from fifty to one liundrtMl jxmnds. 

The climate of Kandahar is gotul and very jilea- 
sant, except at the end of Febntarv and tirst half of 
March, during which time heavy rain falls, render- 
ing the streets almost impassable. 

1840 * 

Led a dull monotonous life at Kandahar till the 
month of October. Meantime Quetta had been 
attacked by the Kakiii tribe, who were driven off in 
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a night attack by Cajitains Beau and Haininersley. 
Again, in July, by Nussur Khan, son of Mehrab 
Khan, King of Khelat, who was killed at the cap- 
ture, but he received the siiine sort of reception as 
the Kakurs, and retired, lie, however, succeeded 
ill recapturing Khelat, and taking Lieut. Loveday, 
the Political Agent there, jnisoner. 

October 3. — Marched as escort to two eighteen 
and a cou))le of six jionnders, intended for the re- 
capture of Khelat. Most sevt‘re labour ibr three days 
dragging the large guns over tin* Kojuck Pass, in 
the range of mountains between Kandahar and Quetta. 

October 23. — Joined (Jeneral Nott’s camp, with 
the remainder of the troojis and guns to be em})loyed 
against Khelat, one march from Quetta, and pro- 
ceeded to Moostung, a large town, where we arrived. 

October 28. — The city ruinous, thi‘ gardens and 
houses showing signs of Nussur Khan’s lati^ depre- 
dations. Heard that Nussur Khan had left Khelat, 
and proceeded towards Dadur, whicli he afterwards 
took and burned, leaving Kln lat in charge of his 
uncle, Azum Khan, and a respectable garrison ; and 
also that we might exjK‘ct strong opposition. 

November 2. — Receiv(‘d intelligence from Kbelat 
that Azum Khan had the preceding night plundered 
and deserted Khelat. (ireat lamentation through- 
out camp at this unexpected turn of allairs. 

November 3. — The approach to Khelat is through 
low ranges of barren hills. Being in advance with 
the Quarter-Master-General, I rode to the top of one 
of these hills, and had a fine view of the town and 
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citadel. As there were 8till Home doubts about the 
evacuation of Khelat, the approach was made with 
caution, some cavalry and a winj; of the 43rd being 
sent in advance. I accompanied the fonner. On 
a]»proacliiug the walls the gate was opened, and out 
came a deputation of tlu^ chief of the few inhabit- 
ants left in Kln‘lat, chieHy poor merchants. Passed 
the gates, and through along, narrow, winding street 
for a quarter of a mile asc(‘nding till we came to a 
cov(‘r(*d street leading up to the outer gate of the 
citfid(*l ; arriving at this we found it locked ; after 
con8iderai)h* th*lay managed to break the chain ; 
the door opened, and we entered a narrow, covered, 
dark, winding and v(‘rv steep paswige, 150 yards 
long, wlum we ascended intt) the open air. Ascend- 
ed several st(um‘s hy steep narrow staircases, and at 
length gained tht* liighest part of the roof, on which 
we plante<l the cedours of the 43rd Regiment. 

Novkmhkk (). — (leneral Nott ami all the force 
(except tin* 42nd) ri'tracetl their steps towards 
Kandahar, dropping the Shah’s 2ih1 Infantry at 
Moostung and six guns at Quetta. We remained 
to garrison Khelat. 

Dkckmbek. — 4’he inhahitants began to return to 
their houses. Ollicers occupy givod tpiarters in the 
citadel, in which also are two eompanies. 

Decembkk 13. — Colonel Staey arrived to take 
[Kditieal charge ol* Khelat ; ilid not much approve 
of his mode of nuuiaging matters ; his appoiut- 
luent was afterwards ^cancelled by the Governor- 
General. 
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1841. 

January. — Several heavy falls of snow this 
month. Hard frost during the night, but the sun 
sufficiently powerful to melt the ice during the day. 
Got a pair of skates made up, to be in readiness 
should the ice bear. 

February. — More snow, very cold, fires all day. 
Good skating for several hours in the morning. 
Searched through all the gardens for woodcock ; 
unsuccessful. Int(‘lligeiu‘(‘ r(‘ceiv(‘d of Major l\)dd 
and the Hritish Mission being obliged to l(‘ave 
Herat, in cons(M|nence (d‘ tln^ Wnze(M* Yar Mahomed 
intriguing with tin* Persians and inviting them to 
Herat. It is said £400, (H)() hav(‘ betai (‘Xpcmdedby 
the Mission at Herat and by our Kngim'crs in 
putting the fortific’ations into thorough repair — 
building walls for us to knock our lu‘ads against 
hereafter. 

March. — Lieut, llainnnasley ai)[)ointed Political 
Agent at Khelat in room of Colonel Stacy. 1 was 
offered the appointnnuit of Assi^^tant to Captain 
Bean, Political Agent at Quetta, salary Hs. 500 a 
month. DecliiKMl for the sarm* rt‘asons which, last 
year, induced nn* to refus(‘ the oiler of an appoint- 
ment at Cabul under Sir A. Burnes. 

Mari’H 28. — Captain Dalyell and Ensign Mac- 
queen arrived from the iiareilly Depot with tlie 7th 
Company and recniits — very wetcdu^d specimens of 
the genus sepoy. 

April 3. — 5th Company under Lieutenant Main- 
waring marched towards Quetta with 250 camels, 
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ibr the pnrpoKc of (‘H(u>rtirig Kuj)]>lies for the troops 
in Khelat. 

April 0 . — (Colonel Sta(*v arrived at 11 p.in. from 
NuHHur Khan’s camp, having been dismissed rather 
nnceremonionsly. 

Nnssur Khan is tin* only son of the late Mehrah 
Khan, Khan of Khelat, \v1h> was killed when the fort 
was 1ak4*n in Nov(‘mlH*r At this time Niis- 

Hur Khan, then a lad ol‘ thirt(*en, was at Noshky, 
sixty miles north-west of Khelat, with the J)arogha, 
(iool Mahom(‘(l, tii(l(*avoiiriiig to raise men t(» bring 
to his fatluT’s assistanee. On l[(*aring of the fall 
of Khelat ami his father s d(‘ath li(‘ Hed with the 
Danjghn to the southward. Shah Newaz Khan was 
placed <m the (hroiu* ot Khelat, and Lieiitenant 
laAeday appointed rolitieal Agent. Xussur Khan 
remained a wandiuaa and fugitivi*. ndusingall Lieu- 
temint Lov(*day s olVers ol ae( onun(»dation, till the 
month of dune 1840, wlnui In* e(»ntrived to assemble 
a force of about 4,()()() imui, and came to attempt to 
rec'over his fatln*r’s ihnuie. In Klielat there were 
only dO sepoys, Lieutenant Loveday’s personal 
guards. These behaved wcdf but there* being trea- 
chery within the walls, Shah N\*waz gave himself 
up tc» Nussiu Khan, and was allowed to withdraw 
with his attendants to the southward. Lieutenant 
l.A»veday also surrendered cm a |)romise of good 
txeAtment, which was mU fultilled : he was kept a 
close prisoner, often in irons, ill fed and clothed, 
and tinally murdered at Dadur in NovemlK*r 1840. In 
July and August Nussur Khan plundered Moostung 
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and the surrounding districts, and besieged Quetta 
unsuccessfully. In October 1840, when the force 
assembled under General Nott for the purpose of 
recovering Khelat, Nussur Khan retired with his 
army down the Bolan Pass, and attacked, plundered, 
and burned tlie town of Dadur. Troops arriving he 
was driven back into the hills. Early in December 
he was attacked near Gundava l\v Golonel Alarshall 
and the 2otli liombay Nali\e Infantry, •nul his 
army routed witli great loss, lie lleeing with a 
few folio W(‘rs towards Ihigliwana. In December 
(hdonel Stacy was appointed Political Agent 
at Khelat, with instructions to eiuleavuur to 
l)ring Nussur Khan and tln^ Ihdoochee Chiefs to 
terms. If Nussur would go in person to Mr. 
Ross Bell, Political Agent in Upper Sind, and 
make his submission, lu‘ was, notwillistanding all 
his misdeeds, to l)o rt‘slored to liis father’s throne. 
(y^»loIlel Stacy coniiuenced operations by endeavour- 
ing to secure tiji* fihnulhliip of tin.* Darogha, Gool 
Mahomed, wliom he nu‘t m-ar Klielal about tin? 
middle of January lS-11, and it was arranged that 
an interview with Nussur Klian should lake place 
at Lehuree, fifty mih‘s south of Kludat. Towards 
the end of the month Colonel Stacy ]>roce(‘ded to 
Lehuree, where he was met by Nussur Khan, who 
t>aid he would accompany the Colonel to niei t Mr. 
Bell below the hills at Bagh. iVoceeding together 
some distance, the Khan refused to go to Mr. Bell, 
and went ofl’ to Nirh. The (!oloneI continued 
his route accompanied by the Darogha, Kamal 
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Khan, Chief of Bnghwana, and some other Sirdars, 
and met Mr. Bell at Ba^h. He, however, inedsted 
upon a ])ersonal interview with the Khan. As Mr. 
Bell was m route to Quetta it was at last agreed 
that this meetiri}' Khoiild take place at Quetta, so 
the Colonel and the Cliieis returned to the Khan 
at Nirh, who at last coiiHented to go to Quetta via 
'Khelat and Moostung. He had a large camp, and 
the Colonel has expended a eonsi<l<'rable (piantity of 
(loverniuent money in feeding thi'< rabble — about 
.3()0 rupees a day. Clreal (hlay look })lac(*, and it was 
not till the bill of April that the eanif* arrived at 
Boheralt, forty miles soiilh of Khelat. Here 
Nussur Khan refused to jiroeeed any further, alleg- 
ing his h'ar of lu inir made jirisoner at Khelat, and 
expressing his distnisi ol the British. He dismissed 
Ct>lonel Staey liom his eamp, and directed him to 
return to Khelat, which he did /r iu ftcfd. 

Apkii. ‘.t. -Notwithstanding this trt'atment, the 
Colonel, who is still lu re, is again in correspondence 
with Nussur Khan and the deceitful Chiefs, w»d 
endeavouring by every means in his power to induce 
them to return from Bughwana, whither they had 
retired, and again tt> receive him in their cam]) — 
rather derogatory to the dignity of a representative 
of Government, 1 think. 

Apbii. 10. — Flying rejmrts of the assembling of 
Belooch troops in the direction of Lehuree, and of 
rising of the disaffected in the Noshky district®. 

April 11. — Last evening Kamal Khan, Chief of 
Bnghwana, arrived as ambassador from Nussur 
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Khan to Colonel Stacy, for the purpose of renewing 
the broken-off negotiations. Wrote to Bean and 
Hammersley a long account of all that is going on, as 
far as I could gather. In the evening received a letter 
by coasid from Hammersley at Moostung, whither he 
has been sent on deputation to settle some disputes. 

April 12. — Replied to Hammersley and despatch- 
ed the cossid at 11 4 a.m. ; very cold and cloudy, with 
occasional showers. 

April 14. — Received a letter from Hammersley, 
dated Moostung, 11th April, 4 p.m. Colonel Stacy 
started for Quetta at 10 a.m. Cossid, who brought 
letter, not to be found. 

April 15. — At 11 a.m. co.ssid arrived with a 
letter and enclo.sures from liamnu rhley at Moostung, 
dated 12th and 13th. Rojdied tlieielo, staling the 
report that Nussur Klian has not been living in 
Kama! Khan’s house. .\lso that Ralieenidad is at 
Bughwana. Reipiest II. ti) imjuire into the mysteri- 
ous disappearance of the cossid who brought his 
letter of the lith, received only yesterday. AsStacy 
was starting for Quetta, vlespatched letter at 30 p.m. 
Gave cossid one rupee. 

April 16. — Received fiom (Japtain Bean, Politi- 
cal Agent in Shawl, by Hajee Oosman Khan’s 
cossid, a letter dated 12th, thanking me for all the 
information I have given him, ami for keeping him 
acquainted with all that is going on here and in 
the surrounding districts. Replied continuing my 
statement, but the Hajee’s cossid went off before the 
letter was ready. Heavy rain to-day ; very cold. 
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April 17. — Very heavy rain, exceedingly cold. 
Engaged Meeaii Khan as a collector of information ; 
to reward him according to the importance and 
correctness of wdiat lie brings. Continued my lettor 
to Bean. Told him that Azad Khan and Fazil Khan 
had been communicating, but the latter considered 
the time unpropitious, too early in the season, and, 
troops having arrived at Quetta, to wait for the tnm 
affairs may take at Kaiulahar and in Cutchee. 
Stat(Ml my opinion of the impolicy of inducing the 
young Khan to come in without tlie consent or 
knowledge of the Sirdars. Also that Mahomed Khan 
Shaiwanee was at Cloozg, fifty miles north-east of 
Khelat. No dak having arrive<l, enclosed my letters 
to Bean to llammcrsley, and despatclnsl by cossid 
to Muostung at p.m. (iavi‘ cossid Rs. 2. 

April 18. — Dak arriv(‘d last evi‘ning; a letter 
irom home, from UoluTt. Wrotc^ to Bean enclosing 
receipt for Rs. 5,050 ; had nothing new in the w^ay 
of information t() give him. Wroti* also to Itoss at 
Ghirishk. Wrote a lung letter to Colonel Young. 
Still very cold ; lingers cramped. 

April 19. — Weather cleared up. Received re- 
ports from Meeaii Khan. N<»thing new except that 
Rahee.mdad had come again to l.<ehuree to extort 
money from Ihvnioo Dewan, hut hi ing unsuccessful 
is still at Lehuree. 

April 20. — Dak {irrived last evening. A letter 
from William, received in three months and a half 
from Montreal, via Coleraine ; also one from Colonel 
Young, the kiudest-hearted man in the world. 
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April 20. — Received Meean Khan's report. Ma- 
homed Khan Shaiwanee some time since sent to 
Nussur Khan to say he was starving, and to know 
if he would be received at Biighwana. He was in- 
vited to come, and yesterday sent to Shurkoo to 
get some horse-shoes, none being procurable at 
Goozg ; he got them from a man named Goorbuksh, 
and is now en route to Bughwana. He has only 
four followers. Fazil Khan Mengul is at Dulla, 
two marches west of Noshky. He is for the pre- 
sent quietly disposed. There is again a report of 
an intention on the part of the (Miiefs to take Nus- 
sur Khan to Kedge, on the borders of Mukran. 
Beebee Ganzim is at Bugliwana, v(Ty urgent with 
the Khan and Chiefs to come in and make terms 
with us. Wrote the above to liean. Wrote also 
to Colonel Dennie, C.Ji. dust heard that Beebee 
Ganzim has come up from Bughwana, and arrived 
at Soherab c« route to this place. 

April 21. — Last night received a cossid at 9 
p.m. from Hammersley at Moostung. Nothing new 
except that he says Fazil Khan Mengul had arrived 
at Moostung. I know llazil Khan Itushkhanee has 
gone there. Think II. makes a mistake in the name. 
Wrote for an explanation. Wrote same as I did to 
Bean yesterday, and despatched cossid at 1 p.m. 
Gave him Rs. 2. 

April 22. — Received a letter from Hammersley 
dated 20th. Colonel Stacy has succeeded in hum- 
bugging Mr. Bell at Quetta, and is allowed to return 
to Khelat. When Kamal Khan returned to Bugb- 
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waaa there was a great “ stramnash” in the first 
durbar, and all the Chiefs took their departure dis- 
gusted with their Khan and the turn affairs were 
taking ; so that it is now very probable Nussur 
Khan may come to Khelat, but not in the way we 
want him, that is, with the consent of his durbar. 
Wrote to Ib'an. Kaheemdad is supposed to have 
arriv(>d at Giizzuk and goiu* on to Barawan. Wrote 
to Hammersley and despatched at 4 p.m. Colonel 
Stacy arrivctl from Quetta. 

April 23. — Nothing occurred. Employed my- 
self writing to my mother and William. 

April 24. — FiniKhc<l my letters. Enclosed a 
draft for Its. 30 drawn by Amnund Rana Shroff on 
Kanjhu Mull ShrotV, Hombay, to Frith and Co., on 
account (»f postage. 

April 25. — At 4| p.m. my cossid of the 2l8t 
retume<l from Moostung. Gave him Hs. 2. Ham- 
merslev gives abundant thanks for all my information. 
Colonel Stai y is allowed 13 tlays from date of return 
to Khelat to produce the young Khan. At the expira- 
tion of this period he is to return to Quetta wdth or 
without his prize. Fazil Khan did not go to Moos- 
tung. Thi're was a mistake in the name. Fazil 
Khan has been ordered in to Moostung ; if he does 
not go, a force will immediately move on Noshky. 

April 26. — Busy writing, and at p.m. des- 
patched seven letters by ilak. At 2 p.m. arrived a 
cossid from Hammersley at Moostung. Fazil Khan 
Ro^khana has entered Noshky ; troops must move 
on that place. 
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April 27. — Wrote to Hammersley and despatched 
return cossid at 10 a.m. Cloudy weather threat- 
ening rain. Heard to-day that Fazil Khan had 
not entered Noshky. On his approach the Rush- 
khances turned out, when he lost heart and returned. 
Beebee Ganzini arrived at 1 p.m. 

April 28. — Mainwaring’s detachment returned 
with grain from Quetta. The 29tli Pioneers under 
Lieut. Prum and three companies 25tli Bombay N.I. 
under Captain Woodburn arrived. Wrote to 
Hammersley, outside Dulla. Appointed Garrison 
Staff. 

April 29. — Wrote to Hammersley and Bean, 
giving some nimours that Beebee Ganzim had told 
Colonel Stacy Nussur Khan would not come in, 
and that the Colonel had written to him to say one 
lakh of nipees was awaiting bis arrival at Khelat, 
which would be placed at his disposal, and every- 
thing conceded to him, if he would only come. Also 
that Raheemdad was watching the troojis at Quetta, 
Moostung, and Khelat, and reporting to the Khan 
and Chiefs at Bughwana. 

April 30. — Captain Woodbum’s detachment re- 
turned to Moostung. 

May 1. — A company of the 25th Bombay N.I., 
under Lieutenant Glennie (a snob), arrived, bring- 
ing clothing and magazine stores for the regiment. 
Rumours of Nussur Khan having been carried off. 

May 2. — Two dSks arrived yesterday evening. 
Heavy rain during the night. A cossid arrived 
from Bughwana. The report of the young Khan’s 
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flight confirmed. Wrote to Hammersley at 8 a.m., 
and again by d&k at 1^ p.in. Colonel Stacy asserts 
that the Khan has been carried ofT by the Darogha, 
Faqneer Mahomed, and the Akboon ; not probable 
as regards the Darogha. Beebee Ganzini took her 
departure for Quetta at 1) a.m. Very busy all day 
with survey reports, returns, &c., &c., and public 
correspondi'iicc. 

May 3. — Letters from Hammersley ; force to move 
from Moostung on Noshky this day. There will be 
no fighting. Force, to bo commanded by Colonel 
Sojipitt, — (’aptain Leeson’stroop If. A., 20th Bombay 
N.I., t wo troops cavalry, two companies H. M.’s dlst. 

The company Bombay 25th under Lieutenant 
Glennie marched at 1 p.m. on its return to Moos- 
tung. Received overland mail dat(>d 4th March. 

May 4. — Wrote to Bean and Hammersley. Heard 
nothing new to-day. Very cold and high wind. 
Sat by the lire reading the newspajiers. 

May 5. — Nothing ; sat by the fire all day ; rode 
in the evening. 

May 0. — DAk came in ; no letter for me. Ilam- 
mersley, 1 suppose, gone to Noshky. 

May 7. — Ice J of an inch thick over all the 
ponds and still water. Wrote to Bean, llammers- 
ley, and others. 

May 8. — Ice again this morning. Very cold, 
high wind. 

May 9. — Wrote to Bean, Macan, and others. 
Cold ; fire all day. 

May 10. — Meer Azim Khan, Meer Bohire, Taj 
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Mahomed Khan, all Lehuree Chiefs, with a few 
other men of lesser note from the same district, 
arrived here yesterday to accompany Colonel Stacy 
to Quetta to make their terms with Mr. Bell. 

Mav 11. — At 7 a.m. sent off a cossid to Ham- 
mersley at Nosliky. A letter from Ct)lonel Stacy 
was enclosed. Letters from Bean and Ross. 

May 12. — This moniiii}? all the camels were 
sent out to graze to Nokjor with an escort of 80 
men under Captain Dalyell and Knsign Macqueen. 
Cold, cloudy, and windy ; (d)liged to ha\e a fire. 

At 4 p.m. the cossid sent by me on the 1 1th 
with a letter for llammersley at Noshky was 
brought back to me by Juma Meershub. He 
said he had gone about sixteen rons when he 
was attacked by four armed men, who presented 
their matchlocks at him, beat him st>vcrely, and 
robbed him, taking my letter also. It struck me 
that the man was not speaking truth, as he had no 
marks of ill usage, and his clothes were the same 
as when he started, not torn at all. I wrote a 
note to Colonel Stacy O) tell him of the circum- 
stance, and to ask whether the man’s tale was 
credible. I sent the note by the Meershub and 
cossid. In a little more than half an hour the 
Meershub returned alone, saying the Colonel was 
too busy to write then, but wouhl send an answer 
afterwards. A little after sunset I wont over to the 
mess and found Colonel Stacy walking up and down 
with Hay and Ford ; he had come to dine with the 

former. 1 asked if he thought my cossid’s tale 

1 
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true, as 1 doubted it. He replied it was quite cor- 
rect ; that lie kuew the place where he was robbed 
vei7 well, it was near a pool of stagnant water. I 
observed that tlic man had said sixteen coss off. 
Colonel Stacy replied it was not so far, as the 
[leople here called two miles a coss. He also said 
that ho knew the jieople who robbed tlie cossid, 
that there were seven, and that tliey were “ Hom- 
mersley’s men,” that as soon as he arrived at Moos- 
tung he would make inquiry and order these men to 
be given up, and tliat he was sure Hammersley 
would not lie angry at his doing so during His 
Highness’s absenee. lie also said that he thought 
Baheeindad was of the party. 

May 13. — At 8 a.m. Shukroollah, ex-Kotwal, 
came to me. I asked it he tliought tlie cossid had 
been robbed, or if lie had even left Khelat. He 
replied that he did not credit the man's tale, and 
that he did not think he had ever left Klielat. 1 
told him to make inquiry and to let me know. 

May 14. - A letter from Hammersley from 
Noshky ; he had not succeeded in capturing Fazil 
Khan, who having intimation of the approach of 
troo{)S went ofl in the ritjh, or desert of sandhills, 
towards Curmsall. This is what I expected. 

May 15.— Wrote to liean and Hammersley. A 
cosaid came in from the direction of Bughwana. 
Nussur Khan is still at Mushkai, eighty miles west 
of Kill on the Paiy^ioor road. Kamal Khan was in 
Bughwana settling about his crops. He had sent 
lor his horses, and said he was cowing to Khelat. 
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May 16. — Nothing particular. 

May 17. — A coasid arrived from Hammeraley. A 
vaqueel or representative arrived from Azad Khan 
of Kharan. 

May 18. — Weather getting hotter. Captain Jack- 
son, with a detachment Bombay 25th, arrived with 
commissariat stores. He is rather a decent sort of 
man for a Duck. 

May 19. — Nothing. 

May 20. — Received a letter from Baton, Quarter- 
Master-General at Cabul, to sjiy that a requisition 
had gone down to General Brooks to relieve the 
42nd, and send it on to Kandahar as the Ghilzais 
were up in arms, and Shelton’s Brigade, which was 
intended for the Ghilzais’ country, was ordered off 
to Peshawur to protect the Shah’s zenana from the 
mutinous Sikh troops. 

May 21. — Ca})tain Jackson’s detachment started 
on its return to Moostung. Nussur Oollah return- 
ed from his mission to Nussur Khan. I have not 
seen him, but I understand he says that Nussur 
Khan is at a place called Kholwa, sixty miles on 
the road to Kej from Mushkai, and that Darogha 
Gool Mahomed has come back to Nul to arrange some 
family matters. Also that the Khan has written 
to Stacy to say that he is hard pressed for money, 
and that if the (Jolonel will come to him bringing 
a large sum of money he will then talk to him 
about submitting to terms. The Darogha is said 
not to have returned to Nul, but his family is 
there. 
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Mat 22. — Thermometer risen to 71 deg., the 
highest it has yet been. 

May 23. — Nothing. 

May 24. — Nothing. 

May 25. — Detachment under Ensign Bourdillon, 
25th Bombay N.I., arrived with commissariat stores 
from Moostung. Reports from the southward. All 
the Ohiefs liad left Nussur Khan. Nobody with him 
but Mahomed Khan Shaiwanee, the Akhoon, and 
Shewaz Khan. The Darogha had proceeded to Nul 
to bring away his family and get some money. As 
soon as he returned to Akhora, where the young 
Khan was waiting, llie whole party was to go to 
Kej in Mukran. Wrote the above to Bean and 
Hammerslev. 

May 20. — Received a letti'r by (Ihous Mahomed’s 
servant from llanimersley, dated Noshky, 21st. 

May 27. — Received intelligence from Quetta that 
Colonel Stacy was about to return to Khelat. Esa 
Khan arrived on his way to Khan. 

• May 28. — Europeans getting dnink and creating 
disturbance. Ordered parties out “ still-hunting," 
captured three men, and eleven earthen pots of 
liquor half made. 

May 20. — Nothing. 

May 30. — Two d&ks in. No letters either from 
Bean or Hammersley ; wrote to the latter. 

May 31. — Nothing particular. 

June 1. — Overland mail of April arrived ; re- 
ceived a letter from my father, and two from Ham- 
raersley at Noshky. Reports from Nussur Khan’s 
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camp now at Mushkai, that there had been a divi- 
sion among the Sirdars, some wishing to take 
Nussnr Khan to Seistan, others to Kej. On the 
Darogha’s return from Nul he joined the Kej party, 
so thither they will go. It is supposed that Esa 
Khan, Colonel Stacy’s ambassa*lor, will not reach 
Mushkai l>efore Nussur Khan leaves, but if he does 
that he will be either slain or imprisoned. Nussur 
OoHah, another of Stacy’s messengers, arrived three 
days ago here, but is afraid to proceed onwards. 

June 2. — Wrote the above to Ilammersley and 
Bean. 

June 3. — The reports of the Ist prove incorrect. 
The Darogha was still at Bughwana, and Faqueer 
Mahomed at Nul. Nussur Oollah went off yester- 
day towards Mushkai with the letters to Nussur 
Khan. 

June 4. — Received two letters from Hammersley 
yesterday evening ; re[)lied to. (leneral Brooks 
and Brigadier Valliant have been superseded for the 
part they took in the Military Commission on Major 
Clibbom’s defeat at Nufoosk, and directed to retiirn 
to Bombay. Sir J. Fitzgerald appointed to com- 
mand the Sind Force. Ghilzais up in arras, and 
daks from t’abul intercepted. General Nott, with 
43rd N. I., a wing of 38th, and Resallah Irregular 
Horse, proceeds to Khelat-i-Ghilzai, where the re- 
bels are said to be collected in force. At present 
they have at Khelat-i-Ghilzai a wing 38th, the 
Shah’s Ist and 2nd Infantry, one troop Shah’s 
Horse Artillery, and 1st Regiment Shah’s Cavalry. 
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The first field of barley was cot here on the 1st of 
this month ; a few have since been cut. Mulber- 
ries ripe. 

June 5. — Heard that Azad Khan of Kbaran 
had seized and put to death three Ruskhanee chiefs 
and imprisoned a nuniber of their followers. 

June 6. — Last evening two men arrived from 
the southward, relating very different stories regard- 
ing affairs in that quarter. The first, from Kej, 
states that the young Khan at Mushkai says he 
will have nothing to do with Esa Khan, who is a 
notorious liar and blackguard, but that if Colonel 
Stacy will send Meer Bohire or some other man of 
respectability he will come to Khelat. The second 
man, a cossid, with letters from Nussur Khan to 
Colonel Stacy and Mr. Bell, says that Esa Khan 
w'as afraid to proceed further than Nul, from whence 
he sent the letters to Mushkai by cossid ; that the 
Khan has written to say he will never make his 
appearance at Khelat till he has got 15,000 men at 
his back, as he will never trust a F'cringhee more ; 
that men ami provisions are being collected, and 
Khewaz Khan had joined Nussur Khan w'ith 1,000 
men ; Gool Mahomed was at Bughwana ; Faqueer 
Mahomed at Nul. This is all humbug, or the great- 
er part of it. Received two letters from Hammersley 
last evening. Wrote to him and Bean to-day. 

Junk 7. — Nothing particular occurred. 

June 8. — ^This morning Colonel Stacy returned 
from Quetta, confident as ever of getting Nussur 
Khan to come in. Dak arrived at noon bringing 
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letters from luson and others giving an account of 
a veiy gallant afiair near Khelat-i-Ghilzai, in 
which four companies 38th N, I., under Colonel 
Wymer, and a few cavalry and two guns stood the 
attack of about 4,000 Ghilzais and 1,000 Dooranees, 
who assailed them for upwards of three hours on 
the evening of the 29th May, and were linally 
driven off with very severe loss. 

June 9. — Another dak in ; a letter from Bean 
mentioning that tlie 42nd is to be immediately 
relieved by a Bombay regiment, and to proceed to 
Kandaliar. This is a cursed bore, such weatlier as 
we shall have on the march up, and leaving a fine 
climate like Khelat. 

June 10. — Nothing new to-day. Wrote to Bean. 

June 11. — This morning Gholam Khan paid me 
a visit. Had a long convensation with him. Ilis 
remarks were very pertinent about fStaey and his 
doings. 

June 12-13. — Nothing particular. 

June 14. — Wrote to my father, Thomas, and 
Mrs. Bevington, to whom I sent my picture. A 
great comnmtion and consternation among the ryots, 
Colonel Stacy having removed Mahomed Ali from 
oflice, and put in Dewaii Ramoo, who has commenc- 
ed assessing tlie cultivated land and screwing the 
cultivators worse than they ever were even under 
Mehrab Khan. About 200 went to Colonel Stacy 
to-day to complain. 

June 15. — Wrote a full statement of the above 
to Hammersley, who is now at Quetta. Afterwards 
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commenced packing up, destroying letters mid pa- 
pers, the accumulation of eight months. 

June 16. — In consequence of the energetic ap- 
peals of the ryots and landholders, and of threats of 
personal appeal to Mr. Ko.s8 Bell, (Jolonel Stacy ha.s 
been forced to reinstate Rais Mahomed Ali in 
the office from which he had been removed, and to 
make some alterations in the assessments. 

Junk 17. — Making jtreparations for a move into 
camp. 

June 18. — Got magazine and l>.iz;iar out into 
camp. 

June 19. — Getting godown out. 

June 20. — 2r)th Bombay N. I. arrived at 6-30 
a.m., Colonel Farrell (‘ommanding, a countryman 
from near Belfast, a gentlemanly, agreeable man, 
very young for his rank. Gave the regiment a din- 
ner. ('nme into canq^ at noon ; very hot ; not feel- 
ing very well. 

June 21. -Still hotter than yesterday. Dined 
with the 251 h Bombay N.I. 

J UNE 22. — Marched from Khelat this morning at 
3 a.m. Arrived at Giranee, eight miles, at 5-45. 
lload rather stony. G iranee is a large valley through 
which runs a small stream, turning a numlier of 
mills to the eastward of camp. Very hot. 

June 23. — Marched yesterday evening at 9-.’10. 
About the eighth mile halted for an hour at a deep 
well of good water on the right side of the road. 
First part of the road over undulating stony ground, 
latter part through a flat uncultivated plain covered 
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with tafts of southern-wood. Arrived at Sir-i-Karez 
in the Moonzoochur Valley, 18| miles, at 4-45 a.m. 
Elncamped by the side of a very small stream, at 
the south-west end of a barren hill. Took a cup 
of tea and a cheroot, lay down, and slept from 6 till 
8 o’clock, dozed till ten, received the reports, 
dressed, and breakfasted at noon. 

June 24. — Marched at 2 a.ni., over a good road, 
10^ miles to the north side of Zend. Encamped 
half a mile from a small hill on which are the ruined 
walls of a fort. Forage very plentiful, and the 
valley well cultivated. About three miles from 
Sir-i-Karez, after crossing a small stream, the road 
turns abmptly to the left. About the sixth mile 
there is a round hill on the left of the road. Arrived 
in camp at 5-30 a.m. 

June 25. — Marched at 1-45 a.m. Night rather 
cold, sufficiently so for a cloak. Road runs through 
a flat uncultivated valley about ten miles broad. 
Last part undulating and stony. Arrived at Dost- 
Mahomed-ka-Karez at 5-30 a.m., a small village 
with a good stream of water ; partial cultivation 
immediately around. 

J UNE 26. — Marched at 2 a.m. Morning very cold, 
obliged to wear a cloak all the way. First part of 
the road through clumps o{jow jungle ; latter part 
stony and undulating. Arrived at Sheereenab, lOj 
miles, at 5-30 a.m. Good water in a karez on the 
east side of the road. 

June 27. — Marched at 1-45. Passed the Moos- 
tung Road a mile and turned to the lefil into the 
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Teecee Road, which is not well d^ed. Paaied 
(me rather bad nullah. Arrived at Teeree, 11 miles, 
at 6-80 a.m. Camped in a grassy field, south-east 
of the town, surrounded by gardens and orchards. 

June 28. — Marched at 4 a. m. a mile fix)m camp. 
Came upon the new road which has been made 
from Moostung to Quetta tlirough the Luk Pass by 
a <M)mpany of Madras Pioneers under Lieut. Out- 
law. Arrived at Mobee, six miles, about 6 a. m. 
Camped on a barren sandy plain about three miles 
from the entrance to the Luk Pass. 

Junk 29. — Marched at 12 o’clock with a waning 
moon. At the third mile from camp entered the 
Luk Pass road, running between high precipitous 
hills ; ascent for two miles in the pass, and descent 
gradual, till the road enters the valley of Shawl, 
near Siriab. Camp near a line of karezes. Ar- 
rived at 5-30 a.m. In the evening rode into Quetta 
to Captain Bean’s, where I also found llammersley 
recovering from the effects of the Noshky fever. 
Bode out to the staff camp, four miles off, to make 
my report to the Quarter-Master-General. Dined 
and slept at Beau’s. 

June 30. — ^The regiment marched in eight miles, 
arrived at 5-30 a.m., and encamped at north-west 
(xvner of the town. Called on Brigadier England 
and staff. Bombay camp two miles north of the 
town. F(ace (insists of two troops H. A., wing 
&d Cavalry, 8rd Resallahs, Skinner’s Horse, Her 
Measly’s Foot, and 20th and 2l8t ReguDoentB 
Bfxaimj N. L Tlie res^«at dined with Bean. 
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Mrs. Bean was the first lady I had seen for nearly 
three years. 

July 1. — Busy in camp all day. Regiment dined 
with 3rd Cavalry. 

July 2. — Preparing for a fresh start on the mor- 
row. Tiffed at Bean’s ; all very kind to me. Dined 
with Mr. Ross Bell, the Political Agent. Got to 
bed at 11-30 p.m. At 12 first bugle sounded ; got 
up in a very bad humour after a quarter of an hour’s 
sleep. Detachment marched at 1 a. ni. Appoint- 
ed to detachment staff. 

July 3. — Detachment consists of a troop 3rd 
Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry, 15 Shah’s 1st 
Cavalry, 150 recruits H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry, 
11 38th Regiment N.I., and 42nd Regiment, giving 
escort to 350 camels laden with military stores, and 
70 laden with treasure, seven lakhs or £70,000. 
Arrived at Koochlay, 11^ miles, at 5-15 a. m. 
Thermometer in my tent 103 deg. 

July 4. — Sunday, marched at 2 a. m. A bad 
road intersected by ravines and nullahs. Arrived 
at Hydurzai, 10 miles, at 5-30 a.m. 

July 5. — Marched at 2 a.m. over a good road 
about 11 miles to Hykulzai, a large village in an 
extensive plain ; camp on the edge of a small water- 
course. Arrived at 5-45 a.m. Cooler than yester- 
day, with a disagreeable high wind blowing all day. 

July 6. — Marched at 3 a.m. over a barren plain ; 
crossed two deep dry nullahs and the Lora river 
with 15 inches of water, five yards broad. Arrived 
at 5-30 a.m., 7^ miles ; encamped on left bank. 
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Mfflning rather cold, thennometer 67 deg. at 6 a.m. 

July 7. — Marched at 3 a.m. Morning very cold 
indeed. Arrived at Arumbee, 8 miles, at 5-30 a.m. 

July 8. — Marched at 1 a.m. Morning as yester- 
day. Entered on the first ascent of the Kojuck 
Pass at daylight, gradual ascent for five miles. En- 
camped in a narrow gorge at the bottom of the first 
very steep ascent. Regiment arrived at 5-30 a.m., 
13 miles. Cavalry went five miles further over the 
pass to Chuminun. 

CuuMMUN, July 9. — The troops and baggage 
moved in detached portions at different hoars. 
Treasure with its escort started at 1 a.m. and arriv- 
ed in camp at Chuminun at 5 a.m., 4^ miles. From 
camp at foot of the pass the road lies through a 
rocky ravine with a very small stream of water 
trickling through, just sufficient to render the rock 
slippery, and footing dangerous for camels. This 
is for half a mile. The road then ascends ; when 
half-way up first ascent a sort of pathway turns off 
the road to the left abruptly, winds round a hill, and 
enters a ravine (in which is a small quantity of 
water) leading to the foot of the pass on the west 
side of the range of hills. The made or gun road 
is straight up the ascent till the top of the pass is 
crowned, then down a steep descent for fifty yards, 
toms sharp to right for forty yards, and at right 
angles to left down an exceedingly abrupt descent 
of a quarter of a mile, when it becomes more gra- 
dual. Camels cumot proceed by this road — it is 
too steep. Half a mile from bottom of abrupt 
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descent tlie gun and camel roads again join, and 
descent is gradual to camp, 2^ miles. Rear guard 
arrived in camp at 3 p.m. 

July 10. — Halted. Went out early in the morn- 
ing to try and get some chikoor (hill grouse) ; 
unsuccessful. Therm. 101°. 

July 11. — Marched at 7 p.m.; four miles of 
gradual descent, road rather stony, passes through 
low bushes, then enter on the open plain. At 12th 
mile is a low range of hillstotlie right; halted for an 
hour and had supper and a cup of coffee. At 20th 
mile it passed througli another low range of hills and 
turned to the right, four miles to Colzai, a small ruin- 
ed fort, near which is a reservoir of brackish water 
and a single tree. Good water in the hills, two 
miles north-west of camp. Eurojioans completely 
knocked up on this march. Arrived at Colzai, 24 
miles, at 4 a.ni. Thennorneter in my tent 112°. 

July 12. — Halted. 

July 13. — Marched at 1 a.m. Lost the road 
about four miles from camp ; obliged to gallop on 
about eight miles to turn all the baggage back into 
the right road. Arrived at Mel Mundee, 13^ miles, at 
5^ a.m. Encamped in dry bed of a large river with 
a small stream of water and reservoir. 

July 14. — Marched at 1 a.m. and arrived at 
Tukht-i-Pool, 11 miles, at 5 a.m. Camp on a smooth 
oandy plain on the left bank of the Doree river. 

July 15. — Marched at 1 a.m. to Dih Hajee, a 
large village, 12^ miles. Arrived at 5^ a.m. 

July 16 . — Marched at 1 a.m. Pitched the camp 
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near Koosbab, 11 miles, and rode on to Kandahar, 
8 miles. A very gallant afiair has taken place near 
Ghirishk, 70 miles west. Akhtur Khan, Chief of 
Zamindawur, having assembled a large force, 
threatened Ghirishk . Captain W oodbum’s regiment 
(Shah’s 5th) and a couple of H. A. guns, with two 
regiments of JAn-bhz (mounted Afghans), were sent 
out to drive him off. Captain Woodbum encamped 
on the left bank of the llidmund about sunset. 
Akhtur Khan with 6,000 men crossed the river to 
attack him. Woodbum had only time to strike his 
camp and get into position, when he was attacked. 
He had sent the two .Jhn-b&z regiments down to 
the river to check the enemy in crossing, but these 
rascals proved trt'acherous and would not fight : in 
fact while Woo<iburn was engaged with the enemy 
the J4n-bAz were employed plundering his (Wood- 
bum’s) baggage, 'riio enemy <ame on fiercely to 
the attack, and charged tin* guns repeatedly, but 
were each time checked by discharges of grape 
poured in at fifty yards. They surrounded Wood- 
bum so completely that Lieut. (Jlerk, commanding 
three coiujranios on a Hank, was at one time obliged 
to put his rear rank to the rightabout and fire front 
and rear at the same time. 'Fhe only other instance 
on record of this being done was by the 28th Foot — 
1 think in Egypt — and they in consequence wear their 
cap ornaments both on the front and back of the cap. 
The enemy retired about 8 p.m., having lost 400 
mm. Woodbum had exclusive charge of the Jkn-b&s, 
about 550 men and 2 guns, in action. 
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J0LY 17. — The regiment arrived at sunrise, and 
marched into their barracks. 

Jolt 18. — Unpacking and getting my quarters 
in order. 

Jolt 19. — Very hot ; took up my position in a 
Taikhana, or underground room, where the thermo- 
meter stands at 94®, being 1 00° in the u}){)er rooms. 

July 20. — Ureadt’ully hot and oppressive. Called 
on some of the officers of the 38tli in tlie evening. 

July 21. — Parade in the moniing to explain 
order regarding camels. 

July 22. — (Called on some of the residents in the 
evening. 

July 23. — Called on Mrs. (Jooper and a few 
others. Do not ft'cl much inclined to pay these 
visits ; perform it as a necessary tiisk — the sooner 
got over the hotter. Wrote to Colonel Deiinie. 

July 24. — Gotover a few more disagreeable visits. 

July 25. — This morning, at 7 o’clock, as Mr. 
O’Gorman, the Political Agent’s head writer, was 
passing through the streets, a native came up 
suddenly and stabbed him in the belly with a knife. 
Though the street was crowded, and numbers of the 
police at hand, no one attempted to seize the mur- 
derer. On the contrary', they called out shnhbash ! 
(“well done!’’) and patted him on the back. The 
rascal would have escaped had not one of our light 
company sepoys come up, and seeing what had 
taken place struck him tc the ground with a stick, 
and secured him. He was taken to the Political 
Agent’s, where Prince Timour ordered him to be 
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blown away from a gun. Thia was done at 1 p. m. 
Mr. O’Gonnan died about the same time. The man 
proved to be a Ghazee, sworn to kill a European 
officer. He confessed there were 18 others who 
had taken the same oath, and would act up to it. 

July 26. — Wrote to my mother. Rent in ap- 
plicAtiun for leav»* of al)S(>nce from 15th October to 
16th April to proceed to Bombay, preparatory to 
furlough. 

July 27 and 28. — Nothing occurred. 

July 29. — Went to the llamaum or hot bath ; 
got W(>11 scrubbed and cleaned. 

July 30 and 31. — Nothing. 

August 1. — Sunday. As usual. Heard from 
H. that ('olonel Stacy had brought Nussur Khan 
to Khclat. 

August 2. — Up at daylight for muster. 

AiKiUST 3. — Overland mails with London papers 
of 5th .lune arrived. Ueceivod inttdligence of the 
death, at QuetUi, of Mr. Boss Bell, I’olitical Agent 
in Upper Sind. 

August 4. — Weather getting a little cooler. 

August 5. — Received a letter from Robert, dated 
27th May. 

August 6. — Wrote to Colonel Young. 

August 7. — Busy with office work ; settling ac- 

counts. 

August 8. — Sunday. As usual. 

August 9. — Heard of the rising of the Achukzai 
tribe for the purpose of cutting off, in the Kojuck 
Pass, the return convoy under Captain Walker, and 
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which is escorted by one troop Cavalry and 40 
sowars, Christie’s Horse. 

August 10, 11, and 12. — Nothing new : one day 
same as the next. 

August 19. — Received an account of the total 
defeat of the allied annies of Akhtnr Khan of 
Zamindawur and Aknim Khan of Dnrrawut by a 
detachment of the regulars and Shali’s tntops, on 
the 17th. Of our troops 20 were kilk'd and 100 
wounded ; of the enemy SOO killeil, woiimkHl /tcn/i- 
likumnr. Captain Bill, 2iid N.I., ilied here last 
evening. 

Auou.st 25. — Ifith Ib'gimeiit N.l. arrived this 
morning from the Ohil/.i*' eonntty. (Joloiiel Mac- 
laren and the officers dined with ns at the mess : 
late sitting, and mneh beer eonsnnusl. 

SEl>TEMin'.i: 2. — 'Phe overland, bringing London 
papers up to 5th duly, arrived. 

Sei*tk.mi!EK -1. — Received a letter from my mo- 
ther, dated 2r>th dune, and one from William, date<l 
Montreal, 12th May. 

Sei’temiiek 5. — 'Phe Idrd Regiment arrived from 
the Ghilzie eonntrv. 

SEi’TEMitEii 8. — (kiptain Leeson and part of 
Shah’s 1st Cavalry arrived. Yesterday the forc(( 
which is intendeil to proe(-eii into 'Peeri'en, about 
80 miles north of this, ?noved into camp. It is 
to consist of two 18-ponnders, two (»-ponnders, 
S. H. A., a lew Re.sallahsof 1st Cavalry, W'ing2nd 
N.I., 38th N.l, the whole under command of Colonel 
Wymer, 38th N.l. A few marches on it will be 
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joined by part of tlie force now in Zamindawur under 
Captain Griffin, viz., two 6-ponnder8, Shah’s H. A*, 
4 Resallahs Ist Shah’s Cavalry, left Wing 2nd 
N.I., and 5th Uegiineiit Shah’s, also Captain Hart’s 
Ilegimoiit of J&n-baz (Afghan horsemen). 

SKeTEMUKU 11. — C'ulonel Wymer’s detachment 
inarched. The natives in the town are impressed 
with the idea that this force is intended for Herat, 
and tliat Dnrraunt is merely given out as a blind, 
'rhis report will spread all over the country, from 
Herat to Persia and Hussia, and may be attended 
with evil eons(‘(iU(‘nc<*s. 

Si«:i‘TKMHK!c 1 — ('aptain Mac'an’s regiment 
(Shah’s 2nd) arrivinl i’rom Klielat-i-Ghllzai. 

Si:i*‘rKMm:n 17. — A large party given by the IGth 
N.l. to all th(‘ officers in Kandahai. Not liking 
paities (»f this sort, did not go. All very <lrunk, 
very noisy, and I should s;iy very disagnrable. 

SKi’rr.MHKK lS,~d1ie light company undiT liien- 
tenant Wollm ordered to accompany (jciU‘ral Nott 
to jointin' force at Hurrawut under C'okuicl Wymer. 
’J’hev marched in tin* e\cning, 

SKVTKMnKij .‘U).— Overland mail of 5th August 
anived. 

OcTuUKU 1. — Ib‘ccivcd a r(‘)>ly to my aj>|»lication 
for leave of absence: — ‘‘ddie lioutenant is retpiired 
to nmew his application on n'turn of his regiment 
to Hindostan.” Cool aiul pleasant certainly. Not- 
withstiinding, WTot<* immediately another letter, 
making out Jis strong a case of urgency as 1 well 
could, and applying for leave from the date of my 
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regiment crossing the Indus. Sent it off to General 
Nott for countersignature and transmission to head- 
quarters. 

October 7. — Received a letter, dated 26th July, 
from my hither. All well, thank God. 

October 8. — First day of the Kandahar races. 
Not much sj)ort — indeed, I never could see much in 
these “ sky races.” 

October 13, — Received ordt^rs to send in indents, 
&c., and to inak(‘ all prt^parations Idr tlii^ return of 
the regiment to Ilindostan. 

(h’ToBEK 18. — liei’»‘ivrd intelligen(‘e from (^^al)nl 
of a party (d’ (iliil/aes having o(*cupi(‘d the Koonl 
(Jahul Rass on th<‘ road to d(Halal)ad, when' th(‘y 
were erecting hreastwcuks, Ac. (a)lon(‘l Mont(‘itl) 
and the 35tli Regiment N.l. s(‘nt out to stop 
tliem in their works and clear tli(‘ pass. (!olonel 
Monteith unwisely pitched his caiiip too close to tln^ 
entram*e of’ the pass, and during th(‘ night the 
Gliilzies occupied the adjactUit heights and opcuKsl 
a (ire on the camp, (.’aptain Younghushand and 
Lieut. Coomhe were wound<‘d, and twenty-four of 
the sepoys killed and wounde<l. On this news 
reacliing ('ahul, General Sale was ordered out with 
li.M.’s 13th L.l. to the same place. He attackc<l 
the works and drove the Gliilzies to the hills. Jiicut. 
Mein was kille<l and General Sale sevcTcly wound- 
ed in this affair. No lurther particulars yet received. 

October 23. — 11. M.’s 40th liegiment arrived, 
also 4 nine-poundci*H. This moriiiiig was witness to 
a most disgusting spectacle, such as I never again 
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wish to sec. Aknim Khan, Chief of Durrawnt, who 
was made prisoner some weeks ago by Lieut. 
Conolly, was l)y 8hah Soojah sentenced to be blown 
away from a gun. The warrant for his execution 
having arrived from (’abnl, it was this morning 
carricil into effect. Two companies 42nd were 
ordered to be under arms at 7 a.ni. on the parade, 
and the rcniaindcr of the ri-giment to he in readiness 
in the fiarracks to turn out at a moment’s warning, 
in case of the inhahitants creating any disturbance 
in conK(‘quenc«' of the (to them) nnlieard-of circum- 
stance of tlie execution of a (’hief. As 1 was 
obliged to he, present, 1 tlionglit I might as well 
have a g(»od view of all that was going on, sol 
mounted on the rampart of the citadel immediately 
above where the execution was to tike place. At 
10 o’cloi'k, 1 Vince Tiinnur (tlie Shah’s eldest son) 
having held a durhar, at which all the chi(‘f natives 
of Kantlahar were present to hear the sentence on 
Aknnn Khan r(‘ad,the prisoniT was led out, preced- 
ed by the kotwal and surrounded by the police, and 
brought to one side of our parade stpiare, to which 
place a nine-pounder jiifun had been wheeled up. He 
was dresse<l in a pink silk sliirt and dark-coloured 
j)yja!nahs witli a small dark-coloured skull-c^ip on 
hia head, a jHishtirn beini; tlirown over his shoul- 
ders. He was a youni^, ^ood-lookinii; man of about 
35, and walked steadily up to the ^un. When he 
arrived at the gun tin* gunners eonnnenced leading, 
putting in a double charge of blank ciirtridge only. 
This 1 thought might as well have been done be- 
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forehand. After this the prisoner was placed with 
the middle of his back squeezed against the muzzle 
of the gun, his legs and anns being tightly bound to 
the wheels and carriage, the upper part of the body 
thrown rather back. A policeman was then des- 
patched to the Prince to say all was ready, and tlio 
order was given by the Prince to proceed. This 
the policeman brought from the jialace, and, the dis- 
tance being considerable, a diday of nearly] ten 
minutes occurred. It was horrible to look at the 
poor wretch during this time : he did not speak, but 
stared around with a wild, bewildered look. When 
the order was given to the kotwal, the match was 
ai)plied ; the head, uj)j)or part of the chest, and one 
arm were thrown upwards, turning over and over in 
the air, and falling about thirty yards from the gun. 
One leg remained attJiched to tlie wheel, the other 
was thrown one hundred yards to the right, the 
centre part of the body was scattered about in all 
directions, a large piece of flesh or entrails was sent 
over my head and fell in the citadel yard on the 
other side of the rampart. Altogether this was 
rather a disgusting spectJicle. It does not appear to 
have created much seusjitiou among the inhabitants, 
though it was rather an unusual way of treating a 
man of Akrum Khan’s rank. 

October 24. — Last evening we gave a large party 
at the mess, inviting all the officers of Il.M.’s 40th 
licgimeut, and all the stoff of the garrison to meet 
them. We h.ad a large assembly, a good dinner 
and wines, and altogether a more agreeable party 
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»Jii|n things of the kind generally turn out. Got to 
bed about one o’clock, 

OcTOBEE 26. — ^This morning a grand race for a 
pair of shawls, given by Prince Timour Shah, won 
by Captain lUood’s (Bombay Artillery) horse Fusi- 
lier, beating four ((tlicrs. 

Novemueu 1. — General Nott and his detachment 
arrived from Durrawut. Overland mail of the 4th 
S<*|)tember arrived. Received a letter, dated 23rd 
August, from my father and mother. 

NoVEMitr.u 2. — Packing up jireparatory to a move 
into camp t<i-morrow morning. 

Novemueu 3. — Once more in camp, outside the 
Dooranee Gate. Ihned with ll.M.’s lOtli. 

Novj’.MiiKU 4. — 'i'his morning all the troops of 
every description at Kandahar were drawn up in 
line on the grand parade for tin* purpose of e.\hibit- 

ing our force to the I Vince , a Persian refugee 

and heir)irosumptive to the Persian throne, who has 
been in Kandaliai lor some time, 'fhe troops were 
drawn up in line as follows: — From the right, threo 
Resallahs Skinner’s Horse; troop Shah’s Horse Artil- 
lery; battery of S)-poumhTs Uombay Artillery; H.M.’s 
40th Foot; H’»th Regiment N.I.; 38th Regiment 
N.I.; 42nd Regiment N.I.; 43rd Regiment N.I.; 
2nd Regiment N.I.; 6 Resjillahs Shah’s Ist Cavalry. 
1 was ealleil out to act as Aide-dc-(Vimp to 
tlio General. About 8 the Prince Tinuuir Shah 
and the Persian Prince, accompaiiied by a very large 
retinue, ap|)cared at the right of the line, whither 
wo (tho General and his tail of staff) went to receive 
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him. We rode down slowly in front of the line, each 
regiment, presenting arms on the approach of the 
cortege, after which we galloped np to the centre, 
saluting flag. The troops then broke into open co- 
lumn right in front, and passed in review at slow 
time. Altogether ratlier an imposing siglit for those 
who had not seen the army under 8ir 11. Fane at 
Ferozepoor. 

November 8. — Mareheil iroin Kandahar to Koo- 
shab, nine miles. 

November 9. — A short time alter the beating of 
the “ general,” and as we were getting ready to 
march, an e.\[)ress arrivasl from (Jeneral Nott with 
orders to halt till further orders, so camels were 
again unloaded and tents pitched. The reason of this 
ap[)ears to be an ex})ress from Colonel Falnu'r at 
Ghnzni, saying the country towards (!abnl was np 
in arms, and that Captain Woodlnirn and a hundred 
s(“poys had been attacked and cut up half-way to 
(Jabnl. What gooil we can do by halting here 1 can- 
not comprehend ; drca<llully cold nights and morn- 
ings, ice an inch thick, — cannot keej) warm in betl. 

November 10. — Still halted. 

November 14. — tJhanged our ground of encamp- 
ment four miles to the westwanl. The tents had 
not been pitched an hour when an express arrived 
from Kandahar with orders to march back imme- 
diately. Tents were again struck, camels called in 
from graze, and we marched back to Kandahar, 
encamping two miles from the Cabul Gate, on tho 
Cabul road. The cause of this retrograde movement 
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HMH' s (n6Mi^ from Sir W. Maont^hten ami 
Qeneral Elphinstone, dated Oabnl, 3rd NoBember, 
directing the 2nd Brigade to be recalled and sent 
np to Cabnl forthwith, as the whole of the Doorsnee 
(jhiefs and their followers had risen in insnnrectiwi, 
were in possession of the city of Gabul, and besieg- 
ing the Shah in the Bala Hissar, or citadel. Orders 
had been given to shell the Dooranee quarter of the 
dty, and this when the messengers left was half in 
ruins and on fire in half a dozen places. The whole 
of the (Jabul and surrounding districts were up in 
arms, in rebellion against the Shah. The Afghans 
when they wish to stop the communication search 
most strictly every person jKiHsing through the 
country, stripping him stark naked, and changing 
his clothes, lost a letter of the smallest description 
should bo concealed. The plan adopted on the 
present occasion was as follows : it is common 
enough in Bumiah, but was new to the Afghans. 
The communication was written on a slip of tliin 
paper rolled up and put into a quill, which was then 
sealed up, and this the jnessengcr carried from 
Cabul in his body. So they say, I did not see it. 
Since this there has been no letter from Cabul, or 
even from Qhuzni. 

Novembeb 15. — Busy getting out another one 
hundred rounds per man of ammunition. A troop 
of Shah’s H.A. joined our camp. 

Novsxbkb 16. — Sent our sick into Kandahar. 

MovBMBBn 17.-— Marched from Kandidiar at 
6-80 fun, and airiTud at Killa Azeem, fifte^’miles, 
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at 10-45. Road very good over a sandy, undulat- 
ing plain ; encamped half-mile east of the fort. 
Killa Azeem is a small square fort, each face about 
80 yards. Very few inhabitants. A ruined village 
outside the walls. Water rather brackish. Lieute- 
nant Olpherts, H. M.’s 40th, joined our camp. I 
have given him half of my tent j he has been ap- 
pointed Aide-de-Camj) to his uncle Sir W. Mac- 
naghten, the new Governor of Bombay, and is 
proceeding to join him at Cabal. 

November 18. — Marched at fi a.m. fifteen miles 
to Killa Akhoon, a small village with a large domed 
mosque or tomb; arrived at 11-15. About the thir- 
teenth mile the road, which had passed over an undu- 
lating desert plain, comeson the bank of the Turmik 
River, along which it runs under a low range of 
barren hills. Camped between the road and left bank 
of the river, which is here about six yards broad, 
rapid and muddy, from the late rains in the hills. 

November 19. — Marched at 7 a.m. eleven miles 
to Shuhur-i-Suffa, an old ruined fort on the top of a 
large mound ; arrived at 10-45. Road very narrow 
in parts, from the rivers and canals cutting close 
into the hills. 

November 20. — Marched as usual about eleven 
iniles to Teerandaz ; arrived at 12. A great num- 
ber of water-cuts in the roads. No village or fort 
here ; nothing but a small octagonal miuar. 

November 21. — Marched at the usual time — 
road very bad at starting — nine miles to Asseeab- 
i-llmee ; no village or fort ; arrived at 10-30 a.m. 
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Novembeb 22 . — Marched at usual hour, and ar- 
rived at Asseeab-i-Auzara, eleven miles of good 
road, at 11 a.m. Morning very cold. A letter fix)ni 
Major Leech, Political Agent at Khelat-i-6hilzai, 
states that Colonel Palmer, Commandant of Ghuzni, 
had despatched Guddoo Klian and fifty of his 
sowars to carry despatches received fi'om Cabal to 
Kandahar. Guddoo Khan is commander of 100 
sowars, and is in our pay ; he had gone up to Ghazni 
with Lieutenant Crawford and 100 of the Shah’s 
let Cavalry in charge of prisoners, Akruin Khan’s 
relations. Near Nance, one inarch from Ghuzni, 
they were attacked by a hirge party. Guddoo Khan 
wished to be allowed to kill the jirisoners, but 
Crawford wouhl not const'iit, and the result was that 
they escaped, and Crawford's j)arty were obliged 
to gallop for their lives into Ghuzni, losing all the 
baggage and ujtwnrds of sixty men. Guddoo Khan 
having been sent off with the despatches arrived 
safely at Mookoor, about half-way to Khelat-i- 
Ghiizai. When near this he was attacked by 
upwards of 1,0()() men, and obliged with his fifty to 
run for it. He got into a small fort in which were 
three men ; here they considered themselves safe, 
aa the men were in our pay. During the night these 
three rascals with their lixmfjhees drew up a great 
number of the enemy into the tower in which they 
were. These suddenly attacked Guddoo Khan’s 
party, who with their chief were all cut to pieces 
except five common sowars, who escaped to Khelat-i' 
Ghibai. All the despatches were lost, but the 
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sowars say that at Ghazni it was known that Bir 
W. Macnaghten had purchased the services of the 
Kohistanis and Kuzzilbashes with two lakhs each. 
These in conjunction with our troops attacked the 
Suliman Khail division of Oabul, which was in mins, 
and the slaughter had been fearful. Sir A. Burnes’s 
brother had been murdered. 

November 23. — Marched at 7 a.in. twelve miles 
to Khelat-i-Ghilzai ; arrived at 12. Here is a large 
and very high natural mound on which there was 
formerly a very strong fort. This was destroyed 
ujiwards of 100 years ago by Nadir Sliah. Out 
of the ruins very good barracks for one regiment 
have been built. In these is the Shah’s 5th Regi- 
ment. The mound, which is about 300 feet high 
and three-quarters of a mile round the top, has been 
partly fortified, walled, and scarped. On the works 
are two 18-pounder and six 0- and G-pounder guns. 
A fine spring of water in the centre of tlie mound. 

November 24. — .Marched its usuiil ten miles to 
Sir-i-Asp ; arrived at 10-30. No villages visible 
from camp ; j)lenty of forage ; very cold mornings 
now, with sharp cutting wind. 

November 25. — Marched at 7 ; nine miles of good 
road along the bank of the Turnuk, and arrived at 
Nowruk at 10-45. 

November 26. — Marcheil at 7 ; very heavy rain 
and most severe cold ; pitched our camp about four 
miles short of Tazee, the usual halting-ground. Be- 
fore the tents came up a very heavy fall of snow 
came on. Got the tents pitched with the greatoaft 
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difficulty, the servantR being quite benumbed with 
the cold. Alternation of snow, sleet, hail and rain 
throughout the day ; everything and everybody in a 
most wretched plight from wet and cold. 

Novbmbek 27. — Obliged to halt on account of the 
heavy run and snow. Got a pickaxe and cut up a 
({uantity of bmshwood, made a large fire in the tent, 
and employed all day in drying clothes, boots, &c. ; 
half-blinded by the smoke. Rain and snow all day. 

Novembeu 28. — Still halted on account of the 
dreadful weather. Very heavy rain in the morning, 
and snow (■onim<*nfed at 9 a.ni. 

Novemkek 29. — Not yet able to move on account 
of the heavy rain and snow, which continued al- 
ruost without intermission day and night ; great mor- 
Uility among tlu'godown catth*. 

Novemukk 80. — Still halted (Tuesday). Last night 
at 8 p.m. a very heavy fall of snow jvnd hail, which 
continued for three hours, after which hard frost set 
in aiul the sky cleared. Bitterly cold. Thermo- 
inett*r in a tent dl“. A committee sat to-day to 
inquire inU) the stjite of the cattle and supplies; the 
gomashtas report only -KX) asses able to carry loads, 
and all sorts ttf other lies, which they hopt‘ may 
induce t^donel Maciaren to turn back to Kandahar. 

Decemhek 1. — Fine, clear, frosty weather with 
excetnlingly cold wind, blowing particularly at night. 
After breakfast walked througli the camp to look 
at the state oftiie cattle. Saw at least 1,000 asses 
able to carry loads, and very few dead, certiunly not 
above seventy or eighty in and around the camp. 
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Decembbb 2. — Last night it was determined to 
ret3x>grade, all interested in returning expressing 
their opinion of the impracticability of further por- 
gress. My opinion was different. I could see no 
great or insurmountable obstacle to our advance, and 
1 look on our return as little short of disgraceful. 
Marched at 7 a.m. — tine, clear, frosty morning, very 
cohl — to Norvruk. 

December 3. — Ditto to Sir-i-Asp. 

December 4. — Ditto to Klielat-i-Ghilzai. Left 
here three companies 43rcl N.l. and forty European 
artillerymen. 

December 5. — Ditto to beyond Asseeab-i-Hazara. 

December 6. — Ditto to neai 'recraudaz ; weather 
become very much milder. 

December 7. — To Shuliur-i-SiifTa. (Cloudy wea- 
ther, threatening rain. 

December 8. — To Killa Akhooii. Fine morning, 
mild wirh clear weather. 

December !). — To thiee miles beyond Killa 
Azeem. 

December 10. — To Kandahar ; encamped at 
burying-ground. 

December 11 and 12. — .Making preparations for 
a move into quarters in the city. 

December 13. — Moved into tlie city. 

December 25 . — (Jhristmas day. Wrote to my 
father. In the evening dined with a large party 
at Lieutenant Jackson’s, Assistant Political Agent. 
The cloth was not off the table when the bugles 
sounded tl»e “ alarm.” All the troops in garrison 
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were immediately under arms, and we were proceed- 
ing to the rendezvous in front of the citadel, when 
we received the order to return to our barracks. The 
cause of this tuni-out was that a few sepoys of the 
16th Regiment N.I. had been attacked close to the 
new barracks, outside tln^ city, by a party of Af- 
ghans, who niorUilly wounded one of them. A 
large body of cavalry was also reported to be 
near the barracks, but this, 1 believe, was incorrect. 
We had not been reseated at tjible half an hour 
when again the “alarm” sounded, and again we 
parad(‘d. 1 was siuit off to the citadtd for orders, 
ami found it was a fals(» alarm, OiMUTal Nott having 
mistaken tiie bugh^s at “ tattoo” -beating in the new 
barracks for the “ alann.” 

J)e(!KMIu:h 20. — Everything (juiet during the day. 

1)k('EMHKU 27. — At 5 a.m. the regimtuit turned 
out, the “alarm” having been given by a havildar 
of th(‘ lb*rat (Jat(‘ guanl rushing into onr barracks, 
saying that some olKcers outside the walls had been 
munlercd, and the danbaz regiment had mutinied. 
Rarade<l in the Herat streiit. Galloped up to 
the Fort A<ljut;uit in the citiidel for orders. Directed 
to nunaiu where we were under arms and await 
further ordiTs. Remained out till 8 a.m., when 
we rt*ttirne<l to banacks. '^l\vo »Ianbaz (Irregular 
Afghan Gavalry) regiments were in cauip under 
the city walls, and were in orders to march 
this morning to Ghiriahk, under their respective 
commanders, Lieutenants Golding and Wilson, 
accompanied by Lieutenant Patterson as Assistant 
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Political Agent. About 4 a.m. about twenty of 
these villains rushed to Lieutenant Golding’s tent, 
in which were himself and Lieutenant Patterson. A 
chuprassie of the latter, seeing them, instantly ran in 
and alarmed his master, who in some extraordi- 
nary manner got out of the tent, though it was 
filled witli the assailants, jumped on a horse wliich 
was standing close by, and galloped ofTto the Herat 
Gate* of the city, wliere he was admitUnl by the 
guard. During the momentfiry sciiflle, and while 
getting out of the camp, he received no fewer than 
nine very s(‘V'ere sword cuts ; non(‘ of them are 
suj)posed to bt‘ mortal, but he is in a dangerous 
stJiU‘. H(‘ has lost three fingers of the left hand ; a 
wound in th(‘ kn(‘e is supposi'd to lx* the* most 
seri(ms. Poor (jolding, before In* awoke, probably 
received a sword cut \Nhich m*arly severed the head 
from the body, and must have* caused instant deiath. 
His be)ely was found in a small ditch about fifty 
yards from his tent, cut and hae ked in a most hor- 
rible manner. After the murdere*rs had finisheid 
their work the*y went over te) the* camp of Lieutenant 
Wilson’s regiment, which was close at hand, and 
tried te) persuade his men to sacrifice their corn- 
inaneler also, but they refused. Gohling’s Janbaz 
regiment then mounted in a body anel galloped off, 
no one knows where exactly. As soon as these 
circumstances were known, the Shah’s 1st (Javalry, 
under Captain Leeson, three Itesallahs of Hkinricr’s 
Horse, and Wilson’s danbaz were sent off in j)ursuit. 
They overtook the greater part of the runaways 
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abont ten milee off and killed about sixty of the ras- 
cals, among them Sirdar Kaliunter Khan, whose head 
was brought in, and is now suspended in the Charsoo. 
Attended poor Golding’s funeral at 4 p.m, 

December 28. — During the night Golding’s body 
was dug up by some scoundrels and stripped and 
left on tluj side of the grave. It was re-interred in 
the morning. Wrote the particulars of his death to 
his uncle, Mr. Macartney, of Lisanore Castle. 

December 29. — IVince Suftur J uug, the Shah’s 
third sou, deserted from the citadel, and has gone 
out to join the rebel chiefs in the district. 

December 30. — Wet and cold. 

December 31. — A large j)arty at the mess. 

1842. 

January 1. — Reports of the assembly of large 
parties of the enemy in differejit pjirts of the 
district. 

January 9. — A foraging i)arty of thirty men of 
the 43rd Regiment Native Infantry attacked by a 
large party of horse about five miles from Kanda- 
har. 'fhey drove the enemy off and brought all the 
forage camels, losing a havildar killed and six men 
wounded. 

January 11. — Our mess shepherd killed close to 
the walls, and some of our sheep carried off. Re- 
ports brought in of a large body of the enemy 
having assembled on the Urgundab River at tlie 
bund, which turns the water into the canals which 
supply the city. Here they cut the bund and 
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stopped the mouths of the canals. Those in the city 
are all dry, but we have nuirierous wells. 

January 12. — At daylight General Nott marched 
with the following troops to attack the enemy : 
— Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, 2nd, Kith, 38tb^ 
and left wing 42nd Regiment N.I., Shah’s 5th In- 
fantry, Shah’s 1st ('avalry, (captain Blood’s battery 

9-pouiiderH, and Shah’s 1st and 2nd troops Horse 
Artillery, altogether about 4,500 lighting men. The 
eaiitomnents \V(‘re (h‘serted, TIk‘ garrison of tho city 
I'onsisted (d right wing 12nd, 4drd (six compani(‘s) 
N. 1., and th(* Shah’s 1st and 2nd lu'ginnnits of 
Infantry, tln‘ wh(»h‘ ninha- command of Major idark- 
S4)n, 42nd. I wisln**! to go out with my com|)any, 
which is in tlie hd't wing, but Major ( 'larkson wonld 
notallow me, as he wished to kc(‘p nu* with himself. 
All the gates of the city and all tln‘ sho|)s were shut 
as soon as the troops marched out, and no Afghan 
was allowed to appear in the strei’ts. Parties were. 
[)osted on the ramparts, ami every [)r(‘paration made 
to repel an attack ln>m without and to (pndl any in- 
surrection of the townspeople. About 2 p.rn. 1 from 
the to|> of tlie houst* observed with a telescope large 
bodiesof cavalry and infantry moving from tin* so\ith 
towards the math-west. 1 immediately gallofXid up 
to the citadel and reported tli(‘samt‘to Major (jlark- 
son. The troof)s were got under arms, and inUdiigence 
Bent off to General Xott to pn*vent his being taken 
by surprise by this detachment of the rebel army, 
who were moving in his direction. We observed 
the party, who halted for half an hour some two 
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lilies from the walls. About 3-30 p.tn. move off to 
their left, and pass through a gorge in the range of 
hills west of Kandahar. 

Januaby 13. — Yesterday, at 11 a.m.. General 
Nott’s force reached the banks of the Urgundab. 
Here they came in sight of the enemy, part in posi- 
tion on a rising ground and village one and a half 
miles from the river, part marching to join. As 
the banks wore steep and the river rapid, it took 
some time to cross the guns and troops : their 
crossing was not oj)posed by the enemy. The troops 
advanced in tw(» columns of mass, the guns on the 
flanks. The enemy’s jxmition was found to be 
strong. They bad flooded the fields, and filled the 
small deep cuts with water, the swamp and ditches 
offering serious obstjiclos to an advance, and being 
all but impassable by light guns. The enemy in 
front were covered by low walls close to the edge 
of the swamp, the infantry in the centre, tlie cavalry 
on the Hanks. When within 8()0 yards light com- 
panies of regiments went in front to skinuish, but 
were soon recalled in the hope that the enemy, 
seeing them running off, might be induced to move 
from their position. They saw through the rwae. 
The guns then opened, without much effect, and the 
columns advanced and part deployed, keeping up a 
heavy fire. The enemy found their position too hot. 
They broke and fled in all directions, the chiefs 
heading the flight. The cavalry and two fi-pounders 
pursued, but as it took them some time to clear the 
swamp the cavalry of the enemy got clear away. 
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About 100 of the footmen were cut up, and they 
lost perhaps fifty or sixty before they broke. Oiu: 
loss consisted of six killed and about a dozen or so 
wounds. Three officers were wounded, Lieut. Lees, 
H. M.’s 40th, (Japtain MacDowell, Shah’s 5th, and 
Lieut. Chamberlain, Shah’s Ist Cavalry. About 
4 p.m. the troops were ordered to return to garrison. 
No pro])er arrangements were made to assist the 
guns ; the regiments all went on for some distance, 
and the 2nd troop Horse Artillery got stuck in the 
swamp ; one gun completely upst't in a ditch. When 
this was reported, the General sent hack the Shah’s 
5th Regiment. The 38th and wing 42nd were after- 
wards sent hack, hut it was too late to extricate the 
guns, so these troops bivouacked for the night near 
the river : a bitter cold night it was, without sludter, 
thermometer at 25'’. In tin* morning the guns 
were got out and all returiusl to Kandahar, very 
much disgusted at the gent'ralship dis])layed by Ge- 
neral Nott, and at the litth; impression they were 
able to make on the enemy, who will probably as- 
semble again before very long. ’J’hus ended the 
battle of the Urgiuidab. About a week ago a native 
doctor and six sepoys deserted from the Shah’s 
2nd Regiment to the enemy. Of th(‘se two were 
killed in the fight, and one was taken prisoner. 
The number of the enemy on this occasion is not 
easily ascertained, but there were about 1,500 
cavalry and perhaps from three to four thousand 
iniantaty. 

Januaky 18. — Purchased Don Juan, a grey Arab, 
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from Lieutenant Moocroft, for Rs. 400 ; paid the 
money. Reports of the rebel army having dis- 
j>erm.‘d, chiefly towards Gunnlmt. 

January 19. — All tlie shops are again open, and 
the town lilling fast. Fine mild weather. 

Januauy — Tliis being the Ked festival some 
disturlmnet* was anticipated. We were all under 
orders at 8 o’clock, and kc|)t out till noon, wlien the 
Shahzada d’iniour u turncd in»m tlic FA'dgah, and 
all (lang(‘r was supposed to be ovt i. 

tlANi AUY 21 . — 'riiis morning it was reported 
that a large body oi horse wvyv s( en moving down 
towanls tln^ (lumimun. ('aptain Leeson’s regiment 
ol* eavaliy \Neie sent tu dri\e them oil, but they 
ha<l U'tired Indori* Ik* airi\i‘<l, ha\ii)g “lilted’’ eigh- 
teen camels. I’tusuit was \ain. 

.lANl AJiV 1^7. — Some news was received in the 
rebel camp to-daN which euated gieat excitement, 
a fvu de j(nc was fired, and great rejoicing tJirough- 
(»ut the day. Something <Iisastrous must have 
occurred at (’abul, ol which we aie still ignonutt. 
It is reporti'd that Shah Soojali s name has been 
struck out oi the morning pra\ei, and Slializada 
Sul'lur Jung inserted as king. He lias Ukeii com- 
mand ol’the lebel army. Also that Yar Mahomed, 
Wnzeer of Herat, has been muiden*d, and that the 
ivhel juiny is tc» have guns and otlier assistance 
from Shah Kamran at Hi iat. 

January dO. — This morning a horseman arrived 
from Quetta, bringing a few Iett(*rs and j);ipers in 
the stuffing of his saddle. Towards the end of last 
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month Sir W. Macnagliten was, by the Chiefs at 
Cabul, invited to a conference to be held half-way 
between the city and Ciintoninents. He went with- 
out a guard, as agreed on, and attended by Captains 
Lawrence and Mackenzie, Lieutenant Conolly, and 
another officer, all unarmed. They were suddenly 
set upon by the ('hiefs, tlie Envoy and two of the 
officers butch(‘red on the spot, and lieutenant 
(^molly and another cairied oH pnst)n(‘rstothe city. 
Matters cannot well be worse at (’abul. We have 
a report to-day tliat our tnH>ps have cva(*uat(Ml it, 
and en<lcavouri‘d to f(>rc(‘ their way to .)t‘llalabad. 
Idiis is not iinprobal>le, as they must have lH‘en short 
ere this both provisions and ainnmnition. 

Fehrcahy 5. — Last night a small guard of a naik 
and four se]K)ys ov(‘r soiih^ camels, within a short 
distance* of tin? new barracks, was attack(‘d and tln^ 
whole killed by a small f>arty ol tin* (‘m*my, wlio 
cut olT and carried away the lM‘ads and all the arms 
and accoutnunents, also si.x of tin* camels, 
sentry could not have b(‘en on the ah*rt, or this 
could not have happenetl. The guanl belong ti> 
the Ibth Regiment N.I, 

Febkuaiiy b. — To day small parties of the enemy's 
horse were seen moving about the |»lain to the 
southward. 

February 8. — Orders issued for all the cavalry, 
sixteen guns, II. M.’s 40th Foot, the Ifith, 38th, 
42nd and 43r«l Regiments N. I., witli four companies 
iShah’s 2nd, to be in rearliness to march on the 10th 
to attack the enemy, who have taken up a very 
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strong position at Char Sakur, thirty-five miles to 
the west on the Ghirishk road. 

February 9. — Orders were issued to disarm ail 
the natives in the town. While these were being 
carried into effect all the troops in the garrison were 
kept under arms. Very heavy rain. The order for 
our march to-inorrow count(‘rmanded until the wca- 
tlier heeoiiieH more favourable. 

Febkuaky 10. — Very heavy rain duringtlie night; 
several houses waslied down. 

February 11. — Weather cleared up, hut the 
country imu li Hooded. 

February 14. — Heavy snow last night, lying about 
four inches deep. 

February 15. — Still heavier snow with very hard 
frost. 

February 16. — Still heavier snow with very hard 
frost. 

February 18. — Weather cleared up. 

February iO. — Much milder ; no frost. 

February 21. — All the private* camels sent out 
to the village of ilosahad to procure hhoosa, under 
a guard of three companies of the 16th Regiment 
N.l. and forty sowars. While loading the hhoosa, 
a body of the enemy’s cavalry showed themselves 
in the vicinity of the village, part of them entering 
it, which was the sigmil for the villagers, who with 
the cavalry atUickt'd the servants and sejmys in the 
village, the guard k'ing outside at some distance, 
and threatened by otlier bodies of ctwalry. A 
fearful massacre took place of the timuined cam[^ 
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followers, those -who escaped from the village 
being cut up by the cavalry outside. We 
lost 300 camels and 160 servants, besides 
thirty sepoys and sowars. The heads of ail were 
cut off and carried away by the enemy. My share 
of this loss was three servants and three camels, 
none of which I can replace. As soon as the Gene- 
ra! heard oi' tlie attack, he went out with a troop 
II. A., the cavalry, ;uid 38th liegimcnt N. 1., but 
the eiiciuy had retired witli their spoil before his 
arrival iit the village, which is twelve miles south 
of Kandalnu. The troops in town and cantonments 
under anus from 11 a.m. till 10 p.m. I’he canton- 
ments are now nightly attacked by small parties of 
the enemy, wiiich they do merely for tlie purpose of 
harassing our troops by continual ahirms. 

February 22 . — Cantonments attacked at night, 
as usual ; no loss. 

February 23. — Large bodies of the enemy’s 
cavalry seen moving about on the plain to the south. 
The rebel chiefs sent in to offer us terms ! ! ! which 
were, that if we abaudoneil all our treasure, guns, 
stores, and ammunition, we should be allowed to 
retire to Quetta unmolested. No answer wsis given. 
Cantonments attacked. Troops under anus all 
night. 

February 24. — Four horsemen from Cabul arrived 
ia the rebel camp, two otliers having perished from 
cold, or in the snow by the way. I'hey brought 
orders from Mahomed Akbar Khan, commander-in- 
chief of the rebel army at Cabul, to the rebel chiefs 
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here, directing them to disperge their cavalry in 
partieg of 2,000 in different directions around Kan- 
dahar. These to cut f>ff all small detachments, 
forage parties, &c., and to annoy our troops by con- 
tinual alanns, night attacks, and in every possible 
way to prevent supplies coining into the city, but 
on no account to hazard a general action of their 
combin(‘d forciss with ours, and that by the end of 
March Mahomed Akluu* Khan would be at Kan- 
dahm* with d(),<H)() men and tliirty guns. 

Kkuruaky 25. — 2nd and 42nd Regiments N. I., 
Sliah’s 2nd Regiment Infantry, and about 600 
(/Hvalry ordend to escort tlie commissariat camels 
to procure ibrage. Started at (J a.m., proceeding 
about nine miles to south-west. Loiuled most of the 
camels at a large village, the remalnd(*r at another 
village two miles nearer Kandahar, on our way hack. 
About iJ^p.m., just as we had (iiiislied loading these, 
a lK)dy of the emuny’s liorsi* showi‘d themselves on 
the rising gnmnd to the west, which soon increased 
to about 2, (KM) with a few footmen. We pushed on 
the camels as (piic kly as possible, and the <Miemy 
advancing w(» wheeled up into line and loaded. The 
enemy iulvauced, throwing out skirmishers, who 
fired and gallopisl back to their party. The dis- 
tiinee was too great, and the aim of a liorseman at 
speed rather unsteady, so that no luirin was done. 
When we attempted to advance on the l>ody of 
cavalry, they immediately fell back, and we could 
never come within shot. As our great object was 
to get all our convoy safe into Kandahar, we at last 
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began to move on on our return. As our cavalry 
horses were in the worst possible condition — indeed, 
they were so completely knocked up as to be unable 
to get into a gallop— -the cavalry were not allowed to 
charge. As we moved on our road the enemy 
advanced as before, but we took no notice, in the 
hope of inducing them to come closer. At last one 
large body got separated and charged with loud yells 
down towards the 2nd Rt^giinent, which was in 
column, but the sections W(*re wliet‘l(Ml iif) and a 
volley poured into the advancing mass, but at too 
great a distance, and no grciit damagt^ was done ; 
however, it made the enemy sheer olYto tln^ right 
and pass by the left to the opposite side of the 
road. AnotluT similar charge soon aft(‘r took 
place, when the enemy were driven back on tlndr 
main body, but with no grt‘at loss. In th(‘se 
charges the infantry tire ought to b(‘ res(*rv(‘d 
until the enemy is within thirty ))acf‘s, as it is 
seldom necessary to form a s<juan* against this d(*- 
scription of cavalry. It is not easy to r(‘strain our 
men from firing too soon when they s(m‘ a bofly charg- 
ing down with shouts and yells as of devils, firing 
their matchlocks at 200 yards, and drawing their 
swords. No other charge took place, nor did tln^ enemy 
again approach veryneai us. A good deal of d(\sul- 
tory firing (always useless and iiieffective) took place 
on both sides, ami a very unnecessary (‘xpenditure 
of ammunition. As we approached some villages 
and gardens, the enemy dtew off, and we had no 
means oT ascertaining their loss ; ours was slight. 

9 
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At sunset we reached Kandahar with our convoy 
safe, not having lost a single camel. 

March 6. — Preparing to march out into the dis- 
trict to attack the enemy, said to be assembled in 
force. 

March 7. — Marched at daybreak, each officer 
allowed to take one camel for his baggage ; no tents 
except a mesK tent for each regiment. Weather 
pleasant. Marched about six miles, when a body 
of the enemy’s cavalry appeart'd on our right flank. 
Our cavalry and two horse artillery guns, supported 
by a few companies of infantry, went in pursuit. 
The enemy stood still within range of the 6-pounders 
and then went ofi like the wind. Our cavalry 
horses are in wretched condition, so had no chance 
of overtaking them. Man-hed three miles further 
and bivoujukod in the following order ; — 


1 ■ 

1 ^ 1 1 •> 1 1 ^ 1 

t 

It 1 

\ 

CruneK 


I' to ■ I L '!_• I- ^ I 


sath N. I. (75(1)— 2. 43rd N. I. (500)— 3, wing ot Shah's 
Sad (300)— 4 16th N. 1. (T50)-8, 6.prs. H. A.-6, B. H.'s 40th(660)— 
2, Limiod's Horss (600)— g, H. A. 6-prs.— 9, Skianer's Horse (200)— 10, 
Hwrttsn Frtaoe (160)— U, 42nd N. I. (760)— 12, 9-pr. battery. 

While on the lino of march we generally moved 
in column of sub-divisions, thus — 

1. Cavalry. 

2. Troop Horse Artillery. 
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3. H.M/s 40th Foot. 

4. 16th Regt. N.I. 

5. 38th Regt. N.I. 

6. 9-pounder Battery. 

7. 42nd Regt. N.I. 

8. Troop Horse Artillery. 

9. Baggage and Provision Camels. 

10. Rear Guard — two ( ompanies of N. 1., and 
100 Cavalry, increased as oc(*asion re- 
quired. 

1 was generally in front of the cavalry with the 
Quarter JMaster-(rem‘ral, and had always a good view 
of the enemy when they showed tliemselviss in front 
of our column of march, and befon* th<\v were ob- 
scured by tlie dust of our c(dumn. d'owards sunset 
a large body of cavalry aj)peared in Iront of our 
encarapment, about two mih^s distant. We all got 
under iirms immediatelx, buttlnw remaim‘(l station- 
ary, and moved off when it was getting dark. We 
all lay beside our men during the night, but there 
was no alarm except a few shots atthi* picquets. I 
robed myself in my poshteen, but the night was so 
cold and the ground w^as so hard tliat I could not 
sleep during the night. We had marched south-west 
and about two miles in front of the lirgundab. 

March 8. — Marched at 6 a. m. on our w^ay to 
Killa Toola Khan, the head-quarters of the enemy. 
Proceeded about four miles, when we observed about 
4,000 of the enemy's cavalry passing from the hills 
in our front tow^ards our left. Halted and formed 
line of contiguous columns at deploying distance to 
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our left. The enemy were distant miles. Ad- 
vanced about a mile, the enemy retiring slowly, and 
deployed into line. Advanced again, the Cavalry 
and Horse Artillery moving on our right and in ad- 
vance. The ground was very difficult, being much 
intersected by deep canals and water cuts. Moved on 
a mile, the enemy still retiring. Light companies out 
in skirmishing onler in front. Horse Artillery in action 
to front ; fired a dozen round shot, with little effect. 
Advanced again, the enemy’s skirmishers gallop- 
ing to front and firing long shots at our line. 
9-pounder battery opened with round shot. I could 
see a f(*w knock(‘d over, loose horses gallop- 
ing about. Tile tuieniy quickly carried off their 
deail. On the right of the line the enemy charged 
down on tlui guns, but were driven off by a few 
rounds of grape, (/uvalry ordered to charge. 
<\)mmandiug officer refused, jis liis horses were 
weak and the munhers of the enemy far superior. 
Had he lu*en dwd'eated the tuieiny might have got 
possession of the Jl. A. guns, the infantry being too 
far distmit to afford tliem immediate support. The 
(ieneral very angry at the disobedience of orders 
which he had sent three times. It was a bold thing 
in the (Cavalry comimuiding officer refusing to obey 
orders of this kind ; perhaps he was right. I can hardly 
acquit him. He certainly would have lost perhaps half 
his men and endangered the guns, but an order is 
an order in the field. On the left of the line we never 
got within i eatdi of the enemy : in fact, the long 
shots of the 9-i>ounder8 frightened them too soon. 
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They were astonished at finding themselves knocked 
over at 1,500 or 1,600 yards* distance. The General 
was injudicious, I think, in using his guns so soon. 
He ought to have reserved their fire and tried to 
get as near the enemy as possible, and then do them 
as much damage as he could. He said his object 
was to show them that he could kill them when he 
chose at a distance from which they had no chance 
of touching us. At last we drove the enemy across 
the Doree river. We had advanced in line for six 
miles over canals through villages «uul all sorts of 
bad ground, so our order w^iis not very good ; we 
ought to hav(‘ advanced in column, and not deployed 
until we were near the enemy. As it was, there 
was the greatest confusion, which an active enemy 
might have takiui advantage oh Bivouacked close 
to a village ncfu' the river. Village given up to 
plunder ; one (!hief of note was killed, and two 
wx)unded. A good number of the enemy must have 
fallen, as 1 saw the 9-pounder shot go right into the 
middle of them. The enemy hovered about our 
camp all day, but at a good distance. Night not 
so cold : slept well all night, being much fatigued. 
A few^ shots at the j)icquets. 

March 9. — Marched at 6 a.m. towards the ene- 
ray*s head-quarters. At 2nd mile, on rounding the 
point of a high rocky range of precipitous hills, 
along the base of which our road lay, we were fired 
upon from the heights. Light Company H. M.*s 
40th ordered up the front ; ditto 16th N. I. to the 
rear. The front was exceedingly steep, and the 
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4<Hh crowned it with great difficnlty. Here they 
killed 16, the rest escaping by clambering up the 
rocks like goats to a higher range. A little further 
on, where the hills declined, were again fired on. 
Grenadier company 40th soon cleared these, killing 
ten. All along the range on our left we were fired 
on from the tops of the rocks, but the distance was 
too great for the enemy tx) do damage. The valley 
we were passing down was about four or five miles 
broad. Under the opposite hills we observed a 
party of 200 of the enemy’s horse, and the hills 
were covered with footmen, passing, as we after- 
wards discovered, on to Kandahar. As we now saw 
a very large body of about 6,000 cavalry drawn 
across the valley in our front, we took no notice of 
those on our right. The enemy’s right rested on 
the range of hills to our left, and their left flank on 
a large mined fort or scarped mound. I fully ex- 
pected they would here give us battle. When 
within a mile we formed our line of contiguous 
columns at deploying distance thus: — 
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I C»T«lry— 2, l»t troop H. A,— 3. 8h»h'f 2 ih 1— 4 <2B<i R. L— 
& FWd Bottmry— 4 S8th R. 1,-7, 16Ui N, I— g, H. If .‘l lOth-g, 2ad 
tN«pB.A.-iatMH.I. 




72 Mon't mMADB tii ArouKiarui. [1842 

In this order we steadily advanced, the enemy 
falling back. A little skirmishing between the 
enemy’s cavalry skirmishers and ours. Advanced 
thus for a considerable distance, the enemy retiring 
and keeping out of range, until they crossed the 
Doree River and entered the great desert. En- 
camped between two large villages, which we plun- 
dered and burned. A few shots during the night. 

March 10. — Advajiced to what had been the 
enemy’s head-quarters, which wc“ found evacuated. 
Burned their small fort and some villages. Quarter- 
masters ordered on to take up ground of encamp- 
ment on the banks of the river, two miles from the 
column. While near the river observed a party of 
cavalry manoeuvring to cut us off from the column ; 
obliged to retreat as we had (udy a guard of six 
sowars. Meantime the General heard that the 
greater portion of the enemy were advancing on 
Kandahar, in which direction we also moved ; large 
bodies of cavalry moving on our left flank, but at a 
considerable distance. Encamped at 3 p.m. near a 
village, which we plundered and burned. 

March 11. — Marched at (5 a.m. towards Kanda- 
har, distant 25 miles. About 2,0()0 cavalry followed 
the rear-guard, where there was a little skirmishing. 
A six-pounder was sent to the rear, arid after a 
couple of shots the enemy kept further off. At 12 
o’clock halted for a couple of hours. Here a note 
arrived from Kandahar. It mentioned that the city 
had been attacked and the enemy repulsed. Moved 
on seven miles further over a heavy, swampy country, 
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very difficult for guns and camels, a canal or water- 
cut occurring at every hundred yards. Halted at 
sunset on damp ground. Biting cold, with high 
wind. No plundering to be allowed in future. 

March 12. — About 8 a.in. some sepoys were 
observed {)lumlenng in a village. The General 
came out in a great rage, onlered the troops umler 
arms, iind Hogged three sepoys of the 38th, and one 
of the l()th N.L, besides a number of camp followers. 
At noon marched four miles to Kandaljar and re- 
turned to our old (juarters. Thus ended our week’s 
campaign. 

ATTACK ON KANDAHAR, MARCH 10. 

When we marched out with (Jeneral Not! on the 
7tli, Major Lane was left in command of the garri- 
son with tin* 2nd l{(‘giment N.l. and two and a 
half regiments Sfiah’s Infantry- -very weak. He 
had four old Russian gun^^ and two 18-|)ounderH — a 
very insufficient garrison for a town the walls ol 
which are nearly four miles round and in very bad 
repair, as are tlie gates, six in nuinl)(‘r. On the 
lOth the enemy was from the walls observed assem- 
bling in immiuise numl)erh among the villages, 
gardens, ami ruins around the eity. They were 
chiefly footmen. The garrison was on llie alert, 
and as soon as it g(»t dark the enemy was h<*ard 
advancing to the attac k. During tin* day all the 
gates had been barricaded by bags ol‘ flour piled 
against them in the inside, and about sunset several 
persons, apparently villagers, had brought up several 
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asB-loadfl of wood to the Herat Gate, and on being 
told the gate could not be opened they threw down 
the wood and went off, saying they would return fw 
it in the morning when the gate was open. The 
rum was successful, the officer on duty not sus- 
pecting anything. About 8 p.m., when it was 
very dark, a simultaneous attack was made on all 
the gates, on which a heavy fire of matchlocks was 
kept up, while parties of the enemy nished forward 
with wood, balls of cotton steeped in oil, ghee, 
&c., &c., which were thrown against the gate and 
set fire to. On the top of the gateway was a gun, 
from which several rounds of grajHi were firerl with 
great effect ; a heavy and effective fire of musketry 
also was kept up from the walls and bastions. The 
Herat Gate, on which the main attack was made, 
was now in flames. The gun wjvs withdrawn and 
placed in the street ()p{) 08 ite the gateway, a rein- 
forcement was also sent down and drawn up in the 
street. As the gate burned the flour bags inside took 
fire, yet when the gate fell the enemy rushed over 
these through the flames, jukI eight of the assailants 
were killed on the inner side t)f the barrier. Theii’ 
rush failed ; the Jissailants were driven bac.k with 
great slaughter and did not renew the attack. All 
attempts to fire the other gates were unsuccessful ; 
indeed, the attjicks on tliem were partial. A heavy 
fin' was kept up on the enemy as they fell back, and 
they suffered severely. By their own ac-counts, 
brought in afterwards, they had upwards of 1,000 
killed in the attack. They mustered about 20,000. 
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Sfaahzada Suftur Jung and all the chiefs were pre- 
sent, but kept out of harm’s way. The horsemen 
came up, and tying the heads of the dead together 
witl) their waistcloths dragged tJiem off the field, but 
they were afraid to advance close to the gate to c’arry 
off those wlio had fiillen there. And even on the 
12th, wlien we ri‘turned, I saw (50 l)odies lying close 
to the foot of the remains of (h(‘ gate. Altogether 
it was a most gallant attiunpt on ihe part of the 
enemy, and the garrison hra\ely did tlieir duty in 
repelling it. Strange to s;iy, \\(‘ had hut two men 
injured in the garrison. 

March 13. — d'he enemy has moved across the 
I ‘rgundah, and passed up to the norliiward. Almost 
all tlie f(H)tmen hava* dispersc'd, hea|)ing ahustMUi the 
priiUT, the sirdars, and the cavalry in geinaal for not 
giving them support in the attack, d'he <*m‘iny has 
still about 10,000 cavalry in the field, hut there is no 
use in our going after tliem. They woidd not stand 
our attack, but would imim*diately fall back, and we 
have no means of pursuing them. 1 lorgot to mention 
that on the (ith, the day before we moved out, all the 
Afghans, except sho{)kee{>erH, had been turned out of 
the city, which accounts for tliere having been no 
rise inside w^hen the attack was made from without. 

March 14. — The dead have been buried, and all 
is quiet and has resumed its fonner aspect around 
the town. 

March 15. — The 2nd Regiment N. I., Sliali’s Ist 
and 5th Regiments, a troop H. A., and 3(X) cavalry 
marched with the public camels to forage. 
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March 20. — The enemy has disappeared ; no 
sign of them for several days. 

March 21. — The forage party returned to gar- 
rison without having procured much grain. 

March 23. — The enemy reported to have again 
assembled in considerable numbers at Sinjeree, on 
the other side of the Urgundab. Negotiations going 
on for the purpose of withdrawing Shahzada Suftur 
Jung from the rebels. He has been offered per- 
sonal safety if he will come into Kandahar. Taj 
Mahomed wrote to the J’olitical Agent to say if he 
would send him a lakh of rupees he would dismiss 
all the Janhaz ea\alry or take them up to Cabul. 
Fortunately Majoi Uawlinson is now placed under 
the authority of (leneral Nott, and was therefore 
obliged to apply to the (Jeneral for permission to 
disburse this sum. The (ieneral, of course, put his 
veto at once on any [)ayment of the sort, yet so 
infatuated is tin- I’olitical Agcjit that lie urged the 
General most strongly to consent, without effect. 
Had this money been paid to these rascals it would 
have made them stionger than ever, and instead of 
going to Cabul or dispersing we should have had 
their numbers doubled. 

March 24. — Yesterday morning a portion of the 
enemy's ctunp could be seen from the new barracks. 
They are on the right bank of the Urgundab. All 
the water has been turned off from the canals which 
supply the city. Towards evening I rode out with 
Olphertsto look at the enemy’s camp. As we were 
going up the hill, all the people on the top came 
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rushing down exclsuming that the enemy was advan- 
cing and 500 of their cavalry close at hand. I saw a 
considerable cloud of dust about a mile distant, rode 
back to the barracks, where all were in preparation 
for an attack, guns run out, cavalry mounted, &c., 
&c. Thinking rny regiment would be under arms 
in the city, galloped in, expecting every moment to 
hear the O-pounders open their fire. However, all 
remained quiet during the night. It was discovered 
that the alarm wits occasiomMl by a pai'ty of the 
enemy’s cavalry, who came and j>lnnder(Ml a village 
within a mil(^ of tin* harrm ks. Shahzada Stiftur 
Jung has written in to say il he is furnished with a 
safeguard and a guarantee of protection, and al- 
lo\ved to go about as usual on Ids parole of good be- 
haviour, he will come into Kandahar. Wliat answer 
has been returned I know' not. Yt‘sterday tlu* Shah’s 
5th Regiment of Infantry nd’used to take their pay, 
and so far nmtirded as to prevent a man from 
being flogged on the [)arade. This is very bad. 1 
fear these Shah’s regiments art‘ not to be trusted, 
and that they may yet give us mucli troul)le. 

March 25. — This morning the KUh and 38th 
Regiments N.I., tlie Shah’s 2ud Regiment, a troop 
H.A., and 4fX) cavalry marc liefl out with the camels 
to procmre forage along the banks of the IJrgundab, 
tow^ards the north. ( I^atterson, who was so severely 
w'ounded on the 27th December, when Golding was 
killed by the .Janbaz, had his leg amputated two 
days ago. 1 suspect the operation has been de- 
layed too long.] 
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March 26 . — Yesterday morning the above de- 
tachment, under command of Colonel Wymer, on 
arriving at Babawullee, was attacked by about 4,000 
of the enemy’s cavalry, who had crossed the 
IJrgnndab. They were partially engaged from 
eleven o’clock by the enemy, who generally kept their 
main bodies well out of shot, throwing forward their 
skirmishers. 'I’lie liors(‘ surrounded Wymer on all 
sides, making fruitless attempts on the baggage and 
camels. Several charges w(Te made by our cavalry, 
who were always n'pnlsed, ami n'tired Ixdiind the 
infantry when tin? enemy fell back. Lieut. Cham- 
berlain charged with sixty sowars, and found himself 
with eight men in the miildle of a large body of 
horse. He extricated himself most miraculously, 
receiving two wounds and I'reaking his sword. 
When he retired the enemy charged down on the 
Light Company .‘t8th, which was detached, and from 
which they received a volley at fifty yards, wdiich 
emptied many saddles, and sent the rest to the right- 
about : some of the enemy fell so close to the com- 
pany that the men stej)j)ed from the ranks and 
bayoneted them as they fell. At one o’clock a 
report came in to the General from Wymer, report- 
ing that he was surrounded by the enemy, but not 
requiring assistance. However, the General imme- 
diately went out himself, taking Her Majesty’s 40th, 
the 2nd N.I., the Shah’s 5th Regiment, Blood’s 
9-pounder Battery, and the remainder of the cavalry. 
As soon as the reinforcement showed themselves 
the enemy commenced their retreat across the river. 
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which was very deep, in which they suffered a little 
from the guns, but the infantry could not come up 
with them. An attempt was made to follow across 
the river, but it was not fordable for infantry. The 
General returned with his reinforcement about 
8 p.m., leaving Wyrner at Babawullee. During the 
day we had three sowars and one s(‘[)oy killed, and 
about twenty-live wounded, some severely. The 
enemy lost between two and three hundred killed 
and wounded. Poor I'atterson died this morning 
at nine o’clock. 

March 27. — Early yesterday morning the Gene- 
ral again went out with the same troops, but the 
enemy had not attempted to recross the river. Dur- 
ing the night they had sent off most of their baggage. 
A strong rear-guard of about 1,500 horse was on the 
ground when our tro()j>s arrived, but they went off on 
the latter approaching the river. I’he enemy have 
<livided, part gone towards dVereen and part up 
the right bank of the river to Dahla, twenty-fivo 
miles off. No use in attempting to follow them 
with infantry, and our cavalry is not half so good as 
that of the enemy, who hold tlnun in utter con- 
tempt. The troops which went out with the Gene- 
ral returned in the evening, leaving Wyuier to forage 
up the liabawullee Valley. 

March 28. — The 42nd Regiment and 150 sowars 
marched this moniing to reinforce (Jolonel Wymeris 
detachment in the Ergundab Valh*y, to enable him 
to reconstruct the embankment, which had Ijeen 
broken down by the enemy when they turned tho 
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water from the city canals. W e joined the Coloners 
camp at noon, and found the enemy had retired a 
long way up the right bank of the river, and were 
in some measure dispersed. Very heavy rain during 
the past night ; a good deal also fell during our 
march out. To our surprise an order came out in 
the evening for the whole detachment to return to 
Kandahar, as tlie villagers would mend the broken 
bund. 

Makc’II 29. — Ex(‘eedingly heavy rain during the 
night ; tents, beds, <tc., soak(‘d through. Marched 
at G a.m., and returned into garrison at noon, 
(yolonel Wymer’s original detachment encamping to 
the north-east of the city. 

Atkil 13. — Tin* 42n(l, the 43rd, and Shah’s 1st 
Kegiimuit inarclnvl out willi the caimds to graze ; 
went down to the l)oree Hiv(‘r, along tlie banks of 
which there is good forag(‘. ’Fiie desert comes down 
to the left bank of the river. 

April 20. ~ H(*turned to garrison, having had no 
adventures nor seen anything of the enemy during 
our trip. 

April 24. — ( \)loiu‘l W vmer marehed this morning 
with the following troops to meet at the Kojuck 
Pass a brigade of liombay troops coming up from 
Quetta with treasure, stores, Ac., and to assist in the 
pass, should it he found occupied or defended by 
the enemy : — the 2n<l Troop 8hah’s Horse Artillery, 
100 Skinner s Horse, 400 1st Shah’s t^avalry, and 
the 2nd, 16th, and 38th Regiments N.I., Heard 
news of the Shah having been murdered at Oabui. 



1842] 


VOTT'S BRtOADK AFQHANIBTAN. 


81 


He had written to General Sale at Jellalabad to say 
he was coming down with all the troops he could 
collect to meet General Pollock’s force there, and 
to return with him to take rengeance on his rebel- 
lious subjects. This letter was intercepted by the 
rebels and carried to Mahomed Akbar, Dost Maho^ 
med’s son, who immediately told off fifty of his men 
to murder Shah Soojah. These t(H)k up a position 
and shot the Sliah as he was passing from the Bata 
Hissar to his camp. 

May 2, — Three nmn of Her Majesty’s 40th, who 
had wandered to sonn^ distanct* from their barracks, 
were murdered by a small party of the enemy’s 
horse, wlio happened to be prowling about. The 
villagers brought in their headless trunks. Made a 
very fair racket court against tlu‘ wall of our in(‘8s 
house, wdiere we play every evening, using hats in 
place of rackets. It is ratiier seven* exercise fin* 
those long unaccustomed to anything of the kind, 
and the weatlier is hec(nuing rather hot. General 
Nott has been invested by (iovenirnent with supreme 
political powers as well as chiel Command ol all the 
troops in Lower Afghanistan and in Lpper and 
Lower Sind as far as the sea. General Pollock i« 
to command in U[)|K*r Alghanistaii as far as 
Ghuzni. 

May 6. — Heard to-day of General England’s bri- 
gade of Bombay troops having on the 2nd effected 
a junction with Colonel Wymer’s detachment in the 
Kojuck Pass ; but slight opposition was offered by 
the enemy, and Wymer had only one man killed 
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and two wounded in crowning the heights, A royal 
salute fired to-day in honour of the arrival of General 
Pollock’s force at Jellalabad. 

May 10. — General England arrived this morning 
with the following troops, also Colonel Wymer’s 
brigade : — the troop Horse Artillery (Europeans), 
three troops 3rd Bombay (’avalry, 100 Poona 
Horse, H. M.’s 4lHt Bcgunent, 25th Regiment 
Bombay N. 1., and a Light Battalion. 

May 1 1. — The Ibllowing troops in orders to march 
to-morrow morning, for some nnk)iown jmrpose — 
supposed to be to drive Suftnr dung and the rebels 
from their jaisition on the other side of tlie Urgun- 
dab: — Ist troo[» Shah’s Horse Artillery, 200 
Bkinner’s Horse, seven troops Cliristie’s Horse, 
42nd, 43rd, and Sliah’s 5th Infantry. 

May 10, — 1 hiring the past we< k we crossed the 
llrgnndab — very deepand rapid — and marched about 
thirty miles down tlie right bank, the enemy retiring 
before iis. Cot sight of them only on one occasion, 
when we saw about 200 sowars of their rear-guard 
a few miles in advance ot us. 'I’hese galloped off 
as soon as they saw us, and could nut be oveitaken. 
Returned to garrison. 

May 18. — Colonel Wymer marched this morning 
towards Kh<>lat-i-Ghilzai with the following troops : 
troop Bombay European Horse Artillery, Blood’s 
Battery Bombay 9-pounders, three troops 3rd 
Bombay Cavalry, four llesallahs Christie’s Horse, 
200 Skinner’s Horse, Her Majesty's 40th Foot, 2nd, 
16th, and 38th Begts. N. 1. He is going for the 
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relief of Khelat-i-Ghilzai, which some 5,000 Ghilzais 
have invested. The 42nd and 43rd Regiments N.I., 
with four guns Horse Artillery and 200 Cavalry, 
are under orders to follow as soon as carriage for 
supplies can be procured. 

May 23. — The above convoy escort went into 
camp to the east of the city. 

May 25. — About 10 a.in, a report came to the 
General that tlu* enemy were about to attack the 
cantoniTieiit, in whicii was on(‘ Shah’s n\ichnent as a 
safeguard, 11ie 42nd and 43rd with four guns and 
a few cavalry went (uit to dri^o tln ni off. On our 
approach they retired across the Hahawidh‘e Gliant. 
^riie Quern’s tKt also came out, luit as tln‘ enemy 
had retired long l>cJon\ wa*, after waiting sometime, 
rettimed to camp. In the e\ening llic Sliah’s 
regiment was withdrawn Irom the cantonment h<ir- 
racks into tlu' town. 

May 2t). — ()ur camels were attaeke(l to-day whim 
out at graze by a largi' party sowars ; a little 
skirmishing took phu e with tin* grazing guard. Onr 
cavalry and tw’o con» panics 42nd w’ent oil as a non- 
forcement, when the enemy retired, having killed 
one camelman and carried off tw’o camels. 

May 27, — Early in the morning the 42nd, 43rd, 
some cavalry, and four guns went out to reconnoitre 
the enemy, who were said to have crossed the 
Urgundab and to be in the Babawullee Valley. The 
42Dd crossed the ghaut, in which were a few vi- 
dettes, who retired before us. The 43rd and guns 
went round the bill, met in the valley, but could not 
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see more than a couple of himdred of the enemy’s 
cavaliy, who re-crossed the river before us. Returned 
to camp about 11 a.m. Despatch from Khelat-i- 
Ghilzai. 6,000 Ghilzais attacked the fort by night, 
renewing their attempts till morning, the garrison 
(Shah’s 3rd Regiment, 3rd Company 43rd N. I., 
and half-com})any European Artillery with two 18- 
pounders) repulsing every attack. The grape from 
tJje IS-pounders swept the enemy from the plain, 
and the musketry thinned them as they advanced. 
The enemy is supposed to have lost more than 1,000 
in killed and wounded ; the loss of the garrison was 
very triHing. There is a report that the Ghilzai 
prisoners, in number al)out thirty, rose on their 
guard in the fort and wtae bayoneted to a man. 

May 28. — Reports of Akhtur Khan, the Zamin- 
dawurt/'hief, having joined therebelswith 5,000 men, 
and that the whole will cross the river to-morrow, and 
either light in the plain or attack the town. In our 
camp all the grain bjigs were formed into a square, 
and the camp made .as compact as possible. These 
movements of the enemy have stopped our progress. 

May 29. — About 10-30 a.m. the 42nd and 43rd 
were suddenly ordered under arms, as the enemy 
was moving down towards the empty cantonments. 
A great number of our men were cooking in the 
town and out with the camels at graze, so that the 
two regiments did not muster more than 750 bay- 
onets. We had with us four C-pounders and about 
160 cavalry, the whole under Brigadier Stacy. We 
marched out and took up a position in front of the 
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barracks, and having a range of hills on our left 
and a large canal on our right, the guns in centre, 
and the cavalry in rear of centre. Went up on the 
hill with the Brigadier to reconnoitre, when about 
3,000 cavalry and 5,000 footmen met our view, ad- 
vancing towards us, distant about two miles. They 
had a formidable appearance, and looked as if they 
could have swallowed our han<lful of men on the 
plain, w’ho, being in quarter-distance column, 
cover(*d very little grouiid. Seeing tlie enemy's 
numbers so far exceeded what we were to expect, 
the Brigadier ordered me to gallop into the city 
and report to the CieiuTal, while In* drew back his 
force a <juarter of a mile to a better position, with 
the left resting on the baiTa< ks. I went as fast as 
I could and reported. The Gtuieral ordert'd me to 
take out 11. M.’s 41st Regiment as (piickly as pos- 
siale. Eight more guns were also ordered out, and 
I had orders for Briga<lier Stacy n()t to advance till 
further notice. As soon as 1 had put the 41st on the 
right road, 1 galloped off as hard as 1 could to see what 
the Brigadier was about, as I lieard firing. When 
I arrived 1 found the enemy in possession of the 
range of hills our people had (juitted, just out of 
musket range. About 3,000 horse and foot were 
on a much higher range to the right, a mile dis- 
tant in front of the Babawullee Pass, which they 
held and fortified with a strong, thick breastwork 
of large stones ; the rest of the force was in rear of 
some gardens and villages in our front. When I 
came up I found a good deal of desultory fixing on 
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both Bides ; the guns were taking long shots, and 
the enemy’s skirmishers galloping in front of th© 
hills and firing into our columns. 1 tried to bring 
<lown some of these rascals with my double- 
barrelled g\m, but could not hit them as they are 
always on the move. When the 4l8t and guns 
came up, Brigadier Stacy liad still no orders to 
advance* to flu* attack, and after waiting some time 
J volunt<‘ered again to gallop in to the General to 
g(*t permission, liy this time* it was near one 
o’clock fund the sun as lj<»t as fire — I suppose 
at le?ist. 1 took a fresh horse, as I fully expect- 
ed to liave to run the* gaiiuth*! through part of 
the enemy’s cavalry, who wctc* gradually drawing 
round our right Hank ami getting between ns and 
the city. 1 was on a very swift horse of Brigadier 
Stacy’s, and just as I was preparing tor a dash past 
a j>arty of cavalry, half-way to the town, I looked 
to the right and saw the General himself with his 
staff and escort coming out hy another road, so 1 
went across to him and r(‘ported I was sent on to get 
all ready fc>r an advance. As soon as the General 
caime up the light companies of H. M.’s 41st, tk^ 
42ud, and 43rd N. 1. were ordered to clear the range 
of hills in front and drive hack the enemy. A com- 
pany went in support of each light company, while the 
three quarter-distance columns advanced a little to 
the right. The light companies commenced firing 
a great deal too soon, and I was ordered on to stop 
it, which I did with great difificulty, the balls from 
the enemy on the hill hopping about me like hail. 
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The companies then went on steadily and cleared 
the hills in capital style, bayoneting all who stood 
before them. Lieutenant Mainwaring, who com- 
manded the 42nd Light Company, was wounded 
twice, but succeeded in capturing a large and 
handsome red standard. The sepoys behaved gal- 
lantly, and at the top of the hill the Europeans 
came up and shook hands with them, saying, 
“ You’re the boys to fight with ; we’ll go anywhere 
W’ith you.’’ We atlvanciM] with th(' (buuTal and 
soon clear(‘d i1h‘ large hill in our front, whic^h wtis 
the key of the eruuny’s p(»sition. As soon as this 
was taktui the emany broke an<! Hed in the greatt‘si 
confusi<»n. < ’hamhorlairr with his small [wuiy 
of cavalry cut in among them and did great exe- 
cution ; he had his hors<* shot, and was wounded 
severely in th(‘ thiirh. ddie 41st and 42nd now 
advanced to storm tin* [lapses into tli<‘ Bahawulh^e 
Valley, tin- 41st to take* tin* rigiit, 42nd the left, 
w^hich was mtv narrow, and across it was a high, 
strong laeast wv>rk. We went at it very steadily, 
and wluui about halt-way np the hill tin* guns from 
below fired a couj)!** of shells over our heads right 
into the crowd behind the breastwork, ''rhese did 
great (‘xeention, and W(* had little' or no difticnlty 
in clearing the pass. When we got over w(i saw 
the enemy in full Hight t<» tlie river, some' already 
across. The heat had been so dreadliil that we 
could hardly stand, so wx* were obliged to take the 
men down to a canal to drink. Here we got the 
* Kow Sir Neriile ChambcriAiii, CoMUuid«r'iii-Ckief, HAdm. 
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order to return. We got back before sunset, struck 
our camp, and came into garrison. We were ninA 
hours exposed to a fearfully hot son, and 1 felt 
pretty well knocked op. We had net a man killed 
in the field ; fifty-seven wounded and two officers. 
The enemy are supposed to have had 300 killed and 
700 or 800 wounded. 

May 30. — At 2 a.rn. the 42nd, 43rd, Shah’s 5th, 
with a troop H. A. and 200 cavalry, again marched out 
to see what the enemy were about. We arrived in 
the Babawullee Valley at daylight, and found the 
enemy had bivouacked on the other side of the river, 
but the main body was already in full retreat on the 
Durrawut road, leaving a rear-guard of about a 
thousand horsemen to cover the retreat. We man- 
oeuvred about the gardens, &c., for a long time 
trying to get at these fellows, but they were too 
cunning for us, and about ten o’clock went off at a 
gallop. We returned to the garrison completely 
done up with heat and fatigue. Lay down as soon as 
I got home, and slept till dinner time. My best horse 
lame from having cast a slioe in yesterday’s 
work. 

June 1. — A dfi,k going out; employed all day 
writing to Colonel Young and Hammersley. 

June 2. — Four guns, 120 Cavalry, 42nd Regi- 
ment N. 1., and the Shah’s 5th and 2nd Regiments 
Infantry moved into camp to escort a large quantity 
of grain to Killa Abdoola. We have in camp 2,000 
camels and 3,000 asses. 

JuMB 3.— Marched to Sharandan, six miles. 
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June 4.— To Deh Hajee. All villages en route 
deserted. 

June 10. — Crossed the Kojuck Pass without op- 
position. Only one man of the Shah's 5th killed. 

June 12. — Reached Killa Abdoola. 

June 14. — The Rom hay 12th Regiment arrived 
with a convoy of 3,000 camels mid 700 bullocks^ 
which we took charge of. 

June 17. — Marche<l with the convoy on our re- 
turn. 

fluNE IS. — duns, cavalry, and 42n<l went over to 
(!humimm, the Shali’s n-gimeiit in the pass protect- 
ing tin* con\(»y while crossing. 

Junk lib — J'ho wholi‘ of th(‘ convoy across the 
pass, dainels attacked at graze. One Atchukzai's 
head In'ought in, 

June 2tJ. — MarchiMl to Colzai, twcmty-loiir mih‘H ; 
beautiful moonlight night. 

Junk 27. — Ani\t‘il ;it Kandahar and marclied 
into garrison to oni <»ld ^piarter^. 

Junk 21b — ('olom l Wwijer’s d»‘ta(‘liTnent, which 
had been out in the district destroying forts, returned 
to garrismi. 

July. — During tin* nn)nth of July t*verything re- 
mained qui<*t at Kandalnar. To aids tlie end of the 
month we were made aware that we were to return 
to India, and not by the Quetta route ; but this was 
the extent of our information. 

August 7. — All the troops for several clays pre- 
vious had been gradually withdrawn from the city 
of Kandahar, and on the evening of this day the 

32 
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and 43rd, the last regiments left, marched mto 
camp, the gate-guards being withdrawn at sunset, 
and the town left in the hands of Prince Suftur 
Jung. General England, who was to command the 
Bombay and other troops proceeding vifi, Quetta, 
had his camp pitched separate from ours under 
General Nott, whose force now consists of the 
following troops ; — 

A RT1LLVBT-— commanded by Major Sotheby. 


Guns. 

1 Troop Bombay Horse Artillery, Capt Leslie ... 6 G-prs. 

1 Troop late Bhah’s Horse Arty., Capt. Anderson. 6 G-prs. 

9-pounder Battery (Bombay), Capi. Blood 6 9-pr8. 

IB- pounder Battery, Lieut. Coniish 4 18-prs. 


Total 22 

Cavalry — Capt. Delamain. 

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry, Capt. Delaroain 360 

8 Resallahs let Irregular Cavalry, Capt. Haldane 250 

Chriatie’s Horse, Capt. Christie 450 

Total 1,060 

ItT Bbioadb— -Brigadier Wymer; Brigade Major, 

Capt. Bcott. 

40th Foot, Major Hibbertj Rank and File 650 

IBQk Regt, N.I., CoL MacLaren 750 

8Sth Ragi, N.L, Capt. Bumey 760 

Late Bhah*& 8rd Begt N.L, Capt. Craigie 560 

Total 2,720 
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2m BftiQAx>i— -Brigadier Stacj; Brigade ICiyor, 

Capi. Dixon. 

H«M/s 4l8t Foot, Major Browne 600 

2nd Regt. N.L, Col. Lane 750 

42nd Regt. N.L, Major Clarkson 750 

48rd Regt. N.L, Major Nash 750 


Total... 2,850 
2,720 
1,060 

Grand Total... 6,680 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Captain Polwhele. 

Deputy Assistant yuarter-Master-General, Lieut. Tytler. 
Deputy Assistant Cotumissaries-Geacral, Captains Bisset, 
Milne, and Nelson, 

Engineers, Major Sanders and Lieuts. North and Studdart. 
Baggage Master, Lieut. Tytler. 

Padre, Rc?. Mr. Allen. 

Post Master and in charge of Treasure Chest, Capt. Ripley. 
Political Agents, 5Iajorh Leech and Kawlinson. 

Deputy Judge Advocate-General, Capt, Kay. 

Euroj>ean Utlicers in camp, 170. 

Marched tliih morning towards Khelat-i-Gliilzai. 
Algust 17. — Arrivctl at Kheiat-i-Ghilzai. The 
place is now a ruin, having been destroyed when 
our garrison was withdrawn in May last. 

August 19. — Sir-i-Asp. 20, Nowruk. 21,Tazur, 
where we found the bones of the animals we lost in 
November last whitening the plain. 

August 22 . — Sir-i-Tazu, about six miles. 
August 23. — Chusma Shadu, eleven miles oi 
good road. 
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August 24. — Halted. 

August 25. — Chusma Punguck, good road, six 
miles ; several villages under the hills to the west. 

August 26. — Ghojan, ten miles ; a number of 
villages under the west hills ; good road and water. 
High hill to left of cairi)>. Heard of Shumshoodeen, 
the Governor of GIiuzikh*, be ing with 2 guns and 

5.000 men at Mookoor. 

Auguht27. — Mookoor, twelv(‘ miles ; camp under 
a range of high hills, ikmi* some springs, the source 
of the Tiirnuk Riv(‘r. A gjeat linmlxi- of small forts 
around, all deserted. Wluai tlu^ (^hiart(‘r~Masterr> 
arrived on tlie gr(nind a strong ])ic(|uet of tln‘ enemy 
were just moving olT. 

AinaisT 28.-- Karez Tzbegoi^, twelve miles. 
Soon after h*aving Mookoor the rear-guard was 
attacked by al)out 70() hors(‘ ami footimui. d'he 
Irregular (Javalry wassiuit alb‘r tlimii, and drov(‘ tliein 
up into the hills, killing about sixty. The cavalry 
had five kilh*d and several wounded, among then) 
Lieut. (/hand>erlain in th(‘ haml. About twelve 
o’clock a rej)ort came in of all tlu' grass-cutt(M\s 
having been cut up by a ])arty t>f the enemy. Cap- 
tain Delamain, without the (n^nerafs knowledge, 
ordered out the whole of the cavalry, who were 
decoyed by a small pmly round a range of hills five 
miles from camp, where they were met by 5,000 or 

6.000 of the enemy. Our cavalry charged them up 
a rising ground, but were received by so hot a fire* 
that they were driven back in confusion, and were 
in turn charged by the enemy, and completely routed. 
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every man galloping for his life. About fifty of 
our cavalry were killed, also Captains Bury and 
Reeves, of the 3rd Bombay Cavalry ; Captain 
Ravenscroft badly shot in the body ; Lieutenant 
Mackenzie, the bone of the arm shattered ; and 
Captain ^lahd sliot in the face. As soon as the 
General heard of the affair he s(‘nt out all the light 
comi)anies vvitli a troop of hors(‘ artilhuT, and on 
these the cavalry reibniKMl. Tlu^dOili Cut'cifs and 
38th Native lufaiitry, wilh the \>hole(>f 

the 2nd Brigad<‘, ibllowiMl. 'rin* ferl in which the 
grass-cutters were iiiurdrrt'd was oeeiipietl by the 
ernuuy, ddiis we siin<»nudrd. blew opiai tlu‘ gat(‘, 
and sent in the lieht enmpaiiies, who Lilh‘d about 
fifty men. Whih* w<* weic at the (oit a troop of 
artill(‘ry with some <‘a\ahv aid a rceinirut of N.l. 
were s(‘n1 to lie* placr wlea** tin- cavalry had been 
re[)uls(Ml^ to rocover the oi the killed. ^Idiey 

brought l>ack alutut twriit\, horribly mutilated. Of 
Be(*V(‘s nothing was found but tho triiiik - the head, 
legs, and arms bt ing lait (dl ( los<* ((, tin* body, 
liuryks head was cut off, and the logs and arms at 
the knee and elbow joint". This has been a hoiri- 
ble affair, and all aris<'s from p<M»ph* ac ting wuthotil 
orders. Idie flenera! in a dreadiul rage abcmt it, 
and has ordcTed a court c»f imptiry to investigate 
the matter. The enemy all dispersed b(d‘ore we 
could got near tln rii. 

August 2!b — Miircluai about two mile.s toOba, as 
there was bad forage at Tzbegee. I^arge bodies of 
the enemy now visible on a range of high hills to 
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the east. A wing of the 2nd N. I. with two guns 
and some cavalry liave gone out to procure forage. 
A large detachment of the enemy passed down to 
attack the forage party, hut were deterred by the 
guns, which they found ready to open on them. 
They went off about three o’clock to their encamp- 
ment, and our party retunuHl safely to camp. The 
fort they went to for foragi* was that taken by us the 
day before, aiul tin* sights inside were not pleasant. 
There wctc about 100 dead bodies lying about ; six 
or eight ehildrcui W(‘re found roasted to a cinder ; 
they had be(*n c‘onc(‘aled under lj(‘ai)s of chall' 
which had Ikmui l)uni(‘d. (bie woman was tlie only 
live thing in the fort. She was sitting the picture 
of(lesi)air with her fatlur, luotliius, liusband, and 
children lying dead aiound hei. She had dragged 
all tlu'ir bodies to oiu' ^pot, and seated lierseli in 
the midst. 

Au(JUst do. — .Imnarat, t<*n miles ; marched at day- 
light ; heard tli(‘ eiK'iny’s drums bi‘ating as they 
marched j)arallel with our advanc(‘ on the other 
side of a low range of hills. Flanking ])arties 
of the eiuuny’s cavalry rode along the crest of 
the ridge about hall a mile distant. When we 
reached our enc*amping-grouiul we I’ound that the 
enemy occupied a strong little fort on our Hank, 
about 500 yards from camp. They fired a few shots 
into camp, but soon ceased. We took no notice of 
them until all our men had eaten their dinner. 
About three p.m. the 18-[>ounders with three regi- 
ments of N.l. iuid some cavalry and light guns 
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went out to attack the fort. There was great delay 
in crossing the guns over a deep ravine, and the 
batteries did not open till half-past four. The 
practice was very bad, and after half an hour nothing 
like a breach was i*fTected. Meantinu^ tlie enetny 
collected in great numbers on the surrounding 
heiglits, and opened a tire of two guns on our bat- 
tery. H.M.'sdOth and list lugiiuents and 4L*nd 
N.I. wer(‘ ordereil out to reinforce, and Indbri' our 
arrival on th(‘ fu ld a geiuTal (unragiunent had corn- 
inenctMl, the (Mteniy (H‘<-u|»\ing the range of hills 
arnl nuinluTing about (‘a\alrv and 4,000 in- 

fantry. As tht‘ libid arri\ed on tin* gr(»und a larg(‘ 
[larty of the enemy, who lar outilankcMl us, was 
observed stealing up a largt* ra\in(‘ h‘ading to our 
camp, and passing under tire ot’the fort we had first 
attack('d, for the purpose (tf making an attack on 
tin* camp. l>(‘fore thi'' the tlt icral wa^ forced to 
abandon his attack on iIh* fort and turn his attiuition 
to the em iny out-'id<-. \V(* wen* soul off to take 
[)ossession oi the raviie* to pn ventan attack on camp. 
Our light and grenadier com|\ani«'> soon dro\i‘this 
[)arty of tlie ( nemy back on tln ir main body, and 
we retained possession (4 the ravine until tin* 
retuni of the (b noral t(» camp after dark. While 
taking up our positiiui we wen* under fire of the 
fort ; it was heavy i*nougli, t)ut ill din-cted, almost 
all the balls going ovtT our heads. The action was 
like all others we have had — the enemy would not 
come before our infantry, our skirmishers only ever 
came up with them. At last they broke and fled 
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in great confusion, abandoning one of their guns, 
whicli broke down. Captain Christie with his regi- 
ment of cavalry captured the other gun, killing 
about fifty gunners and others. They had ]>ursued 
it for a long way, and could not overtake it till 
Lieutenant ( !hanil)crlain, of the Cavalry, galloped in 
front and with his sword cut one of the traces. Chris- 
tie’s cavalry, supported by some light ccunpanies, 
went on to th(‘ cainj) of Shuinsho()di*cn, the Ghazee 
!ead<T. They (h'stroyed tlie tents and blew up an 
immense quantity of gun anil muske t ammunition. 
This party did not return to cam]) until nine o’clock. 
As tluTc wen^ but few men in th(‘ fort, the General 
<lid not lik(^ to liarass tin* troops by investing it. 

Aucjost — As \V(‘ (‘\])(H*t«‘(b the fort was (*va- 
('uated during tin* night. The emmiy are said to 
hav(‘ lost about IJOO in yesttu'day’s engagement. 
They would have' lost four tiiiu's the number, but it 
was g(‘tting da?k before tin* adion had well com- 
menced, and the pursuit could not la* continued 
efiectually. lIoW(‘V(‘r, tlu* enemy is comi)letely 
broken for tlu* })resent ; not a man is to be seen 
to-day. We hav(* halted to-da> and burst the two 
captured guns. 

tSEPTKMur.K 1. — Chupperkhaua, ten miles. The 
valley studded with liundreds of small forts. 

SEnTEMitnu 2. — Mushukee, eleven miles. Numer- 
ous forts, but all ileserted. 

September 3. — Nanee, twelve miles. A picquet 
of the enemy in sight soon after starting. These, 
in number about 150, moved along a range of hills 
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to our left, keeping a little in front of the advance, 
and occasionally approaching within 400 yards. 
All were well mounted and well dressed. 

September 4. — Advanced to within four miles of 
Ghuznee, the enemy*s out-picquets observing us all 
the march, and tiring a few shots at us who were 
in advance. Our camp was pitched south of the 
fort, on the of)pt)sitc side were about 0,000 of 
the enemy’s cavalry, about six miles distant. The 
fort appeared well tilled with peoph‘, who liisplayed 
several flags. Hemained (piiet dtiriiig tluMlay, laying 
in forage, Ac., from a huge d(*stTted fort close to 
camp. 

September o. — A great deal of firing last 
night into our camp ; not much damag(* done. 
Marched at sunrise for a }K>sition (^ast of tliefort and 
about tw'o and a quarter mih\s from tin* walls. As 
we advanced gTeat numbers of horsemen occupied 
the large gardens undt*r the walls of the fort, and 
from G,0()() to 8,()(H) horse and foot tin* range of hills 
to the north. When near our encamping-ground 
the 16th Keginient N. I. w;is sent on with the En- 
gineer Officers to reconnoitre the fort, particularly 
the north-east face and Oabnl (iate. 'rhis was dis- 
covered to be built up, and the deep and wide ditch 
filled with water. While thus employed the 16th 
were attacked by a large body of cavalry^, but they 
got pretty good cover behind some old walls until 
some guns and cavalry came up, and the enemy 
drew back to the hills. Meantime we had got all 
the flags down for the camp, and were ready to fall 

13 
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in with tlic column when it came up. A couple of 
regiments and some guns were left to take care of 
the camp, while the rest of the force advanced 
against the heights covered by the enemy, part of 
their cavalry occupying the lower slope ; on the 
summit were a couple of guns. The action com- 
menced by our light companies and guns driving 
the enemy from the lower slopes, and in less than 
half an hour we all stood on the top of the range. 
The enemy scattered in all directions, the footmen 
getting into the fort at the west gate, and the 
horse breaking up into small parties on the south- 
west side. The troojis were now recalled to camp, 
the 16th, 42nd, and a couple of guns being ordered 
to retain possession of the heights from which we 
had driven the enemy ; our jiosition was within 
1,000 yards of the north face. The enemy soon got 
a coujde of guns into one of the bastions to bear on 
us. I'he first shot went close over our heads, doing 
no damage, ami hefon* another could be tired we 
had got the regiments under (‘over of a rising 
ground ; all the succeeding .sliots eitlier lodged in 
this or went over our heads. Just as all the tents 
in camp w(‘re pik'hed we on the heights heard a 
tremendous report and rushing through the air, and 
saw a shot strike the ground close to camp. This 
we knew was “ Zubr Jung,” a famous brass 64- 
pounder, which was mounted on a rampart under 
the citadel. In about a quarter of an hour we saw 
another shot lodge right in the middle of the camp ; 
all the tents were struck as quickly as possible, and 
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the carap moved a mile further off, but before this 
could be done six shots were sent into our camp : 
strange to say, not a man was killed, only a few 
camels — one shot went through four. Towards 
evening w'e on the hill got our two six-pounders ex- 
changed for nines, and getting (»ne of them to bear 
on the rampart, a few' roumls knocketl off part of 
the parapet and dismount(Ml one of the guns they 
had been tiring at us all day. After sunset we 
placed our fue(]U(*ts, told off working parties, and 
made all ]>repiirations for maintaining our |)osition, 
and for throwing up afieastwork in tlu‘ spi)t select- 
ed for the l>reacliing battery of 18-])omuh‘rs. W e 
had a bitt(‘rl\ cold nigiit on the hill, tin* wind, or 
rather gate, eovering ns wdth dirt ;*nd remleiing it 
irnpossibh* to see a yard h(*fore us. W'e worktnl 
hard in (h‘taehnu*nts of ItJO men, and l\v morning 
had a very fair breastwork tlir<»\Mi iij). d in* wind 
w'as so high and the night so dark w(‘ could not tell 
w'hat was going orj in the town. 

SErrKMHKU G. — At da\ light wt* began to suspect 
that th(‘ town ainl fort wer(- evacuated, ainl oii iv- 
connoitring ibuiHl thi> to be the ease ; not ;i liorse- 
inan w'as to he seen in tin* [)lain, and tin; town was 
empty. A n‘giment, the IGtb, was sent in to take 
possession, and 1 went with tliem. The town was 
very' ruinous inside, most of tin* lumses being 
roofless, the Afghans during the winter, when, in 
possession of tin* town, having taken the limber for 
firewood. The walls of the towm, the gates and 
citadel were in excellent repair. The officers of the 
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27th N.I., ten in number, had been sent off to Cabul 
a week previous to our arrival. They had been 
confined in a small room in the citadel, on the walls 
of which they had written a good deal in pencil, 
but the greater part was effaced. Enough was left 
to show that they had been most cruelly treated, 
half-starved and clothed, and insulted in every way. 
Colonel Palmer had been tortured severely. The 
large gim which had fired into our camp yesterday 
was of brass, about ten feet long, with a bore of 
nearly nine inches. Got back to camp at noon, 
quite done vip. 

Hei'TEMHER 7. — Sappers and Miners employed in 
mining the titwers of the citadel and some of the 
town, an<l the Artillery officeis to-day burst the 
large gun. 

September 8. — Burst th(> other guns, and in the 
evening the, mines were tired. The destruction of 
the citadel is comj)lete, but they had not sufficient 
powder to damage the walls of the town as much 
as could be wished. My old bay Arab died : he 
was a faithful servant. 

September 9.— Maiched this morning about 
three miles to the east side of tlu“ village of Roza 
and encamped on the t-abul road. During the past 
week a great number of the 27th sepoys have come 
into camp, having made their escape from slavery. 
Many of them a]>})ear to have been pretty well 
treated, others were hard worked and ill fed and 
are miserable-looking objects^ A party was to-day 
sent to take possession of 'sandalwood gates of 
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the tomb of Sultan Mahmoud, which was close to 
camp. These gates, which are entirely made of 
richly carved sandalwood, were carried off some 
eight or nine hundred years ago by the Afghans 
from the famous Hindoo temple of Somnatli in 
Guzerat. Taking these away with us will be the 
greatest blow we could inflict on the pride of the 
Afghan nation. 

Seitembek 10. — Marched tin miles to Shushgao, 
and encamped near a number ef small deserted forts. 

Sei^tembek 11. — Twelve miles to some forts 
beyond llufl Asseya, road stony and undulating, 
numerous streams of water and small forts through 
the valley. 

Septembek 12. — Ten miles to Sydabad, over a 
stony road, and encampecl close to the fort, where 
('aptiiin Woodbiirn and a detiichimuit of 150 men 
were cut to pieces in Oc tober last. A great num- 
ber of small forts in tho vicinity, but all w'en* (In- 
serted. In tlic evening destroyed tlie principal 
fort by blowing up a bastion and burning the r(‘st. 
Two men of H.M. s 41st were murdered at a 
village near camp. During the night a heavy lire 
was kept up in our camp from tlie distant hills ; 
two men of H.M.’s 40th wounded. 

iSeffember 13. —Ten miles to Shikhahad ; crossed 
the Logur river. The road is narrow and l>ad. The 
enemy appeared in considerable immhers on a range 
of hills to our right, and annoyed our rear-guard a 
good deal. We had a few men badly wounded. 
Towards evening thetsnemy collected in large num- 
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bws. Troops sent to drive them ofiF, but they merely 
retired further into the mountains. The picqnets 
were strengthened by a couple of guns each, and 
every precaution taken ; but throughout the night a 
heavy fire was kept up round our camp, so that no 
one could sleep. The enemy attacked our left flank 
picquet in force, and were only stopped by a couple 
of rounds of grape. It was said a snbadar of the 
27th Regiment, which was in Ghuznee, led them 
on. We had a few men killed and wounded. 

Sei*tem»kr 14. — The enemy, both horse and foot, 
led by Shumshoodeen, late Governor of Ghuznee, 
were observed in our front, hut they retired till we 
came near the pass lejuling into the Mydan Valley. 
Here they drew up on the hills. We pitched our 
camp on the right of th(' road, and the light companies 
were sent up to clear souk* steep hills on which the 
enemy were posted. This they did in very gallant 
style, having ten killed, and Lieut. Eager, H.M.’s 
40th, and a good many men, wounded. The enemy 
kept up a cejiseless hre on our cam]) all day, and 
towards evening they collected in large numbers. 
Four regiments went out and dispersed them on one 
side of camp, while a fire from the IS-pounders of 
shrapnel and round shot did the same on the other. 
When it got <lark they again assembled and opened 
fire on our front. When a large body had got to- 
gether a charge of grape was sent among them from 
the IS-pounders, which so astonished them that they 
left us quiet for the remainder of the night. 

September 16. — Five milqalo Mydan isa beauti- 
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fill fertile valley, well wooded, with a river running 
through the middle. The valley is studded with 
numerous small forts. At starting we were annoyed 
by a fire of matchlocks from the enemy, who 
occupied in con8i<lerable force the hills to our right* 
The artillery opened on them, and after a good deal 
of firing drove them off to a more distant and higher 
range of hills. After the column had passed, the 
enemy again came down from tin* heights and at- 
tacked the rear guard, which consisted of 4(K) of the 
43rd, two companies 42nd, two O-poumlers, and 200 
cavalry. One of the U-pounders broke down, the 
axletre(* snapping from tin* gun being too much 
elevate<l. Tfie rear-guard was forced to n*main with 
the disabled gun, and was boldly attjicked by about 
3,000 of the enemy, reinforced by Sirdar Ameenoollah 
with 500 horse. A great number of the enemy were 
killed, but they continued thtur attiu k on the rear- 
guard until it was reinforced by two guns and the 
42nd Regiment, when tln*y drew off. We had an 
officer and twenty men w()und»*d, some mortally. 
After getting into the Mydan Valley tin* light com- 
panies drove the enemy from the hills on the right, 
but not until they had wounded five men who were 
in advance wdth the Quarter-Maste*rs. We occupied 
the heights during the night and had no firing in 
camp — the only quiet sleep we have had for a week. 
We burned most of the forts in the valley. 

September 16. — Ten miles to Urgundu. The 
enemy did not show themselves to-day. They must 
have had enough of it-yesterday. 
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Septehbek 17. — Eight miles to Killa Sooltan 
Jan, six’ miles south of Gabul. 

September 18. — Halted. General Pollock, whose 
force consists of about 5,000 men and is encamped 
about ten miles off on the north side of the city, 
came into camp to visit General Nott. The two 
Generals will not get on well together, as ours dis- 
approves altogether of the policy adopted by Pol- 
lock, who is the senior. Prince Futteh Sing has 
seated himself on the throne, and is countenanced, 
if not supported, by General Pollock. Our 2nd 
Regiment N.l. went into the Bala Hissar in the 
evening. 

September 19. — General Sale with a small force 
has gone out towards Haniian to meet the prisoners, 
who, it is hoped, are on their way in here, Sir R. 
Shakespear having gone off on the 17th with 700 
Kuzzilbash horse to the fort where they were. 
Near Bamian the keeper offered to give them op 
for a conMenUion. There is great fear of their 
being intercepted by Akbar Khan, who is in Kohi- 
stan endeavouring to raise the tribes against us. 

September 20. — General Sale has arrived with 
the prisoners at Tlrgundu. 

September 21. — Moved our camp three miles 
nearer the city of Gabul. The whole of the pri- 
soners have arrived in camp except Gaptain Bygrave, 
who is still vrith Mahomed Akbar in Kohistan. 
The prisoners bribed their keeper, promising 
80,000 rupees down and a p^sion of 1,000 rupees 
a month for life. Ail are loefog well. Thore w^ 
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eight ladies, about thirty officers, and sixty soldiers. 
A royal salute was fired by General Pollock when 
they arrived iu his camp. Colonel Palmer, who 
commanded at Ghuznee, and who is an old friend, is 
staying with me. 

Septembek 23. — Paid a visit to (teneral Pollock’s 
camp, ton miles off, and afterwards went to see a 
few of the sights in the town. It is a wretched 
plac‘e, not to he eom{)ared to Kand.'Uiar. The city 
is almost deserted. 

September 24 and 25. — Employed laying^ in 
provisions. 

September 2d. — 4'his morning marched about 
four miles north of the city to join a force under 
General Mackaskill, to [)rocee(l into th(‘ Kohistaii 
for th(‘ purpose of dispiTsing some people collected 
by Akbar Khan, and of destroy iiig some forts, juirti- 
<mlarly (Jharc kar, where tlu‘ Sliah’s 4tli or Goorkha 
Regiment was cut to piecis in November last. 
Passed tlie lantoninents, every house a ruin, and 
every tree and shrub destroyed. It was a melan- 
choly and humiliating sight. General MaekaskilTs 
force consists of the Mountain Train small 3~ 
pounders, two squadrons Il.M. s 3rd Dragoons, two 
squadrons 1st Regiment Light (yavalry, H. M.’s 
9th Foot, the 2fith Regiment N.I., and sonie Sap- 
pers. Our force under Brigadier Stacy consists of 
Blood’s 9-pouuder Battery, two IH-pounders, 
Christie’s Horse, H. M.’s 4l8t Foot, and the 42Qd 
and 43rd Regiments N.I. Heavy rain last night ; 
the high hills around are covered with snow. 
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Septembek 27. — Marched ten miles to Zinncoo. 
Road very bad with numerous difficult ravines. Did 
not arrive in camp until very late. Breakfasted at 
3 p.m. 

September 28. — Marched about six miles to 
within four miles of the large village of Istaliq, 
situated at the foot of a high range of barren hills, 
and siuTounded by numerous large orchards and 
gardens. The whole valley is very fertile with a 
river running through it. Ameenoollah, the head 
of the Tajuks, is in possession of the village and 
forts. A few of the enemy’s picquets in sight. 
The 42ud Regiment ordered out at 3 p.m. to pro- 
tect the rcct)imoitring party. Went out to recon- 
noitre the north-east side of the town. The enemy 
showed strongly on the heights, and a couple of 
hundred skirmishers moved out from the gardens 
which surround the town. No good reconnaissance 
was made after all, and at sunset we returned, the 
enemy hooting and tiring at us till within a mile of 
camp. We had five men wounded. 

September 29. — Marched at sunrise, taking a 
direction south-west of the town and gardens of Ista- 
liq, a wing of 11. M.’s 4l8t and most of the cavalry 
being in reserve and protecting the baggage. As 
we advanced a heavy fire was opened on us from 
some detached gardens. The force was advancing 
in two columns, the right composed of Brigadier 
Tulloch’s brigade, and the left of Brigadier Stacy’s. 
A couple of 9-pounders were brought up, and 
soon cleared the gardens in front. As we advanced 
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tile enemy threw ont skirmishers on some rough 
rocky ground in our front, and facing a long line 
of thick gardens and vineyards, fronted by a stone 
wall, and intersected by strong walls and stone- 
faced terraces. Two coinpanicvS from each regi- 
ment were now thrown out in skirmishing order, 
and drove the enemy’s skirmishers into the gardens, 
following them iip in most gallant style in face 
of a heavy tire. In ten ininntes this line of gardens 
was cleared ; the entMiiy, having sulTtTed severely, 
retreated, some to tlie hills in nsir, the rest to the 
town, whi(‘h now lay to our right. Our columns 
now brought up their left shoulders and advanced 
to the town, driving the enemy through thick 
gardens and almost impassable vim^yards, which 
were a succession of t<‘rraces fai ed with stout' walls. 

I was forced to dismount and lead my liorse, and 
how he managed to MTamhh* through tht*se vine- 
yards, climbing walls and rolling down into doe[) 
lanes, is to me incoinprcbensil)Ie. Afti*r driving 
the enemy over a steej) hill, on which \vt‘ (*aptured 
one of their guns, we rushed down into a bc^autiful 
ravine or dell tilled with fruit trees and wattTcd by 
a rapid mountain stream. (Vossirjg this vv(M*ntered 
the town, which is built up tlie face of a very Ktet‘j> 
hill, the houses rising on terrace abovt* terract* to a 
great height. Tlie enemy inadt' Imt a feebh* resist- 
ance in the town, otherwise we should have lost a 
third of our force ; and l)y 12 o’clock our colours were 
planted on the highest jKunt, and the enemy in full 
retreat up the steep mountains in rear of the town. 
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So sore were they of resisting our attack that they 
had not, as is usual, removed their families or pro- 
perty. The work of plunder now commenced, and 
every effort was made to save the women and child- 
ren, but several of both were killed and wounded. 
We collected several hundreds of both and sent 
them under an escort to a fort near at hand. The 
streets and courtyards of the houses were strewn 
with dead bodies. The loss of the enemy must have 
been most severe, but there is no means of ascer- 
taining it correctly. At 4 p.m. we withdrew from 
the town, the men laden w'ith plunder of every 
de8cri])tion, and our brigade bivouacked for the 
night on the hill on which we captured the gun. 
The only other gun the enemy had was captured 
on a hill east of the town. ()\ir victory was most 
complete. During the night everything was illu- 
minated by the blazing towm. 

Septembkr 30.— Were relieved by Brigadier 
Tulloch’s brigade, who continued the work of de- 
struction. We returned to camp. 

October 1 . — Marched eight miles further the 

valley to Isturgutch. 

October 2. — Marched eight miles up the valley 
to Charekar, a fort and large town, where last year 
the Goorkha regiment under Captain Codrington 
was cut to pieces. The town was deserted and the 
fort a ruin. Set fire to the latter and all the sur- 
rounding villages, which were first plundered. 

October 3. — Halted. Last night the heavens 
were illuminated most brilliantly by the blazing 
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towns. At two o’clock 42nd and 43rd ordered out 
to plunder and destroy a village five miles off in 
the hills. This we did most effectually, returning 
to camp at dusk. 

October 4. — Marched ten miles to (^arahagh on 
our retuni to Cabul, having left in the villages of 
Kohistan such a mark as will be remembered for 
ages. 

October 7. — Retunied to (^abiil. 

October 12. — Employed for the last few days 
in burning parts of the city ; but the Bala Hissar, 
which ought to hav(' been destroyed, has not been 
touche<l. Both GeiHTal Pollock’s and Nott’s forces 
marched to-day to Boodkhak, tdght miles. The 
road very narrow, and a terrible ('rush of baggage. 
The rear-guard was not u[) till eh'ven p.m. The 
road for several mih's was stn‘W(*d with the skele- 
tons of those who fidl in the n treat from Cabul in 
January last. Two brigades st'ut forward under 
General Sal<‘ to occupy tin* Khoord ('abul Pass. 

(k’TOBEK 13. — GeiHTal P(>llock s force marched 
to Khoord f'abul. (l(‘m'ral Nott’s halt('d, as it was 
found impossibh* to move so larg(* a force' together 
on these narrow roads. 

October 14. — Mareln d nine rnih's through the 
Khoord Cabul Pass and encamj>ed at Khoord Obub 
The j>ass is very strong, being narrow with precipi- 
tous mountains on either hand. A river runs through 
it, which is crossed twenty-seven times on the march. 
The pass was strewed with the skeletons of the 
retreating army. We saw upwards of one thousand ; 
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many of them, from having been frozen and under the 
snow during the winter, were quite perfect, the bodies 
having the skin and flesh unbroken and the hair on 
the head. It was a most horribly disgusting sight. 

October 15. — Marclied fourteen miles to Tazeen 
over a very bad road and through the Huft Kothul 
passes. The enemy did not show themselves in any 
numbers until the main column had passed through : 
they then assembled in large numbers and attacked 
the baggage and rear-guard, which consisted of the 
42nd and two guns. The baggage was much de- 
layed, and night fell before the rear-guard was half- 
way through the defiles. The enemy now became 
bolder, occupying all the heights commanding the 
road and keeping up a hea^y lire. They were 
driven from each height succc'shively by the 42nd, 
our men behaving most gallantly, never stopping to 
look at the numbers opposed to them, but charging 
up each in excellent style. After some very severe 
work the regiment got into camp at midnight, 
having oiu doctor and one captain severely wounded, 
ten men killed and thirty wounded. The regiment 
fired away all their ammunition, but most fortunately 
fell in with some abandoned ammunition boxes on 
the road, from which they replenished their pouches. 

October Ifi. — Eight miles of very bad road to Si 
Baba. The enemy in great numbers on the heights 
on either hand, which were difficult to ascend. The 
rear-guard had hard work, not arriving till late, and 
losing an officer and a good many men killed and 
wounded. 
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October 17. — Six miles to Kutta Sung. Road 
very bad with several very steep ascents and de- 
scents. Rear-guard and heavy guns not up till dark. 
The enemy not in any great numbers, and not much 
damage done on our side. 

October 18. — Ten miles to *lugdulliu k ;road like 
the last. For the last four marches the road has 
been strewed with humlreds of dead bodies, many 
of them with the skin unbroken. On a hill before 
coining to the (‘neaniping-ground ;u'e soim^ ruined 
w^alls ; here the few left t>f the retreating army 
made their last stand. There wert' about HOO bodies 
in this plaet‘, mostly Kuropeans, with many oflicers. 
We could distinguish tlie latter by th(‘ hair, whisk- 
ers, and nails of the hand, d'orn Bibles and IVayer- 
books lay around. Several ot‘ tin* bodies of the 
officers w'ere reeognis(*d, though they had lain there 
since the middle oi djumary. dlie skin was like 
jiarehrnent, and cracked wlien tou(‘h(*d.^ 

OcTOBFiR Id. — d1ie bullocks b(‘ing completely 
knocked up, we w(‘re forced to burst the IH-pounder 
guns and destroy tin* ammunition. Marched through 
the Jugdulluek I\asN, hmrteeii miles, to Suorkhab. 

* While at Kaodabar io 1841 1 occupied, with the other effloen of 
the 42nd, a large houM which belonged to Mehr Oil Khan, a brother of 

Doct Mahomed Khan, and one of Uo* three hlnlam of Kamlabar who 
fied to Penia on the approach of onr army in 1832. My aleepiog-room 
waa that naed by Mebr Dil Kbao, and on the white wall he wrote the 
following linea (in Pertian) immediately preriona to hie flight :— ** 1 
ha?» written on the waU of thU honee, In order that eome mark of poor 
Mehr Dil nay renaiiL If any one makB what haa becomo of thia Ifoiur 
DU, lay thai ho baa paawil away from the band of Tliiia." 
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The heights commaDding the pass were crowned, 
bat still the enemy, who had assembled now in great 
numbers, attacked the baggage and rear-guard 
boldly. Some baggage and bullocks were carried 
off, and some of the detached parties were hotly 
pressed by the enemy on the heights. Captain Dal- 
yell, 42nd, Captain Matthews, 43rd, and Lieutenant 
MacGowau, H.M.’s 40tli, were all very seriously 
wounded. We had a few men killed and a good 
number wounded. The enemy suffered severely. Our 
men are eomjjletely knocked up from fatigue and 
hunger, many of the sepoys not having cooked for 
four days, — most of them for many days, — not reach- 
ing camp with the different guards and detachments 
till sunset, and then having to turn out on picquet,&c. 

OcTOBKK 20. — Seven miles ti> (lundamuck. We 
are now pretty well out of the mountains, thank 
God. Our road since leaving Cabul has been a 
continued succession of most formidable passes. 
These ai’e exceedingly dangerous and difficult for an 
advancing army, but doubly so for a retiring one, as 
every height we left or from which we withdrew 
our picquets, &c., was instantly occupied by the 
enemy, and our rear constantly annoyed. Had we 
been advancing we could have cleared everything 
before us. 

October 21. — Halted. Received an accumula- 
tion of letters and papers. No home letters for me. 

October 22. — Six miles of a good road to Numla. 
Some appearance of vegetation and cultivation — 
the first we have seen since leaving Cabul. The 
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rear-guard was attacked, and killed thirty of the 
enemy. 

October 23. — Nine miles to Futteliabad. 

October 24. — Eight miles to Sultanpore. A 
good deal of firing into our camp at night. 

October 25. — Ten miles to Jellalabad, where we 
found the whole of General Pollock’s army. 

October 26. — Halted. 

October 27. — General Pollock’s force m*arched. 

October 28. — Half of General I\>llock’s force 
marched. The oilier half halted, which obliged ug 
to halt also. Forag(‘ guards attacked and a good 
deal of skirmishing. A great deal of firing at the 
picquets and in camp during the night. Very heavy 
rain all night. 

October 29. — Very heavy rain all night, not able 
in eonsequonco to march as ordered. As the nights 
arc pitch-dark, parties of tli(‘ (‘iiemy get ( lose up to 
camp and fire into it without th(‘ sentries being 
able to s(‘e tlnun. A regular wall (»f fire all round 
camp for greater {lart oftberriglit. March(‘d at 6 
four inil(‘s, to near Ali Bagbaii. Our r*ear-guard 
killed 250 of the (‘iiemy, who cann* down in nuinhers 
after the euluinn marched. Firing round camp all 
night. 

0(TOBER 30. — T(Ui and a half mih*s to Bar(*ekab 
over a very stony road. 

Oct(»ber 31. — Ten and a half miles to Bassool, 
near tlie hanks (»f the Cabul river. \'illages ami forts 
all destroyed. 

[Here the writer telle ue tbet hie note- book wee filled up, 
tbu he coiiM obtain no more paper. But at thie aUge the iutereet 
of the march was nearly over.] 
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